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Senator John Cullerton to present $75,000 grant for new Green Space in Lakeview

Chicago—State Senator John Cullerton will be giving a $75,000 grant to purchase land for a new green space situated in the dense urban area at Halstead and Roscoe.  Jim Ludwig co-chair Urban Eden Park Committee, a community-based group will accept the member project grant. 

“As an avid supporter of open space throughout the state, I commend Urban Eden their hard work in raising the critical funds to provide open space in our community,” said Senator Cullerton.  “In particular, I would like to single out Jim Ludwig’s efforts.  Without Jim’s knowledge of the people of our community and his business know how, this project would never would have taken off.”

“Senator Cullerton has been invaluable in helping raise the consciousness in our neighborhoods regarding our need for expanding green and open space”, said Co-Chair Jim Ludwig.  “For this project, he has gone the extra mile in helping us open doors and making calls to help with this grassroots effort to create this community park. Without his help we wouldn't be where we are today - so close to accomplishing our fundraising goal by year's end to purchase this property in our extremely congested neighborhood.”

Senator Cullerton will be presenting the check to Urban Eden Park Committee, which is overseen by NeighborSpace, on Tuesday, September 19 at 9:30 AM at 817 W. Roscoe, the future site of the new park (rain or shine).  Members of the media are invited to attend.
After serving twelve years in the Illinois House of Representatives, Cullerton was elected to the Illinois Senate in 1992, representing the state’s 6th Legislative District.  Cullerton serves as Chairman on the Senate Judiciary Committee and sits on the Rules Committee, as well as the Insurance & Pensions Committee and Financial Institutions Committee.  At the start of the 94th General Assembly, Cullerton was asked to join the Senate leadership team as the Assistant Majority Whip.  For more information about Senator Cullerton, please visit his website at www.SenatorCullerton.com. 

Urban Eden Park will be an environmentally friendly, beautiful and peaceful “escape” within the Lakeview community.  The Park will be designed by and for the community in an effort to create and preserve open spaces in this congested area.  Triangle Neighbors Association, a branch of Lakeview Citizens’ Council will mange the park.  For more details, please visit http://www.lakeviewcitizens.org/files/SpacePark082406.pdf. 

NeighborSpace has been an active force in the community, vigorously working with other community organizations to acquire and own land on behalf of partners to establish green oases throughout the city for the public to enjoy. Since 1996, they have strongly focused on conservation, recreation, preservation, community food production, and beautification and their work continues unabated. For more information about NeighborSpace, visit their homepage at http://neighbor-space.org. 
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