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February 1, 2008

Dear Alderman,

RE: Neighborhood Impact Dollars from 2007 Concerts at Wrigley

It recently came to the attention of the LVCC Board of Directors that 100% of the $150,000 the Chicago Cubs donated as Neighborhood Impact Dollars from the 2007 Concerts at Wrigley Field had already been allocated and dispersed to neighborhood schools.

After discussion at our January 2008 Board of Directors meeting, the LVCC Board of Directors voted to write this letter of concern to the four Aldermen responsible for the distribution of the funds and to express our disappointment with the lack of community input and involvement in the distribution of the Neighborhood Impact Dollars from the 2007 Concerts at Wrigley.

Although we want to support our neighborhood schools, LVCC and its 12 branches had been on record previously that we did not advocate the 2007 Neighborhood Impact Dollars be 100% allocated to the schools.  Our reasons include:

· The Neighborhood Impact Dollars from 2005 Concerts at Wrigley went 100% to local schools so they had already received funding;

· The Chicago Cubs Charities regularly donates to the neighborhood schools, separate and apart from Concerts at Wrigley;

· These Neighborhood Impact Dollars were relatively “unrestricted” and unlike funds set aside in the Neighborhood Protection Plan for games at Wrigley Field, could have gone to other neighborhood needs; and more importantly,

· LVCC had been on record previously requesting our input and involvement and that the funds are distributed to a variety of causes and not a single cause.

As the topic of 2008 Concerts at Wrigley comes up, we implore you in advance and in writing to please include the neighborhood residents in decisions about how Neighborhood Impact Dollars should be allocated.   A variety of causes, from Lake View Pantry to green space to safety could have benefited as well had a portion of the dollars been given to these causes.

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please contact me at the LVCC office (773-880-5822).

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
David Winner

President









Neighborhood Branches:  BHN - Belmont Harbor Neighbors   CLVN - Central Lake View Neighbors   ELVN - East Lake View Neighbors   HPN - Hamlin Park Neighbors   HN - Hawthorne Neighbors   SPN - Sheil Park Neighbors   SELVN - South East Lake View Neighbors   SLN - South Lakeview Neighbors   SNA - Southport Neighbors Association   TN - Triangle Neighbors   WDNA - West DePaul Neighborhood Association    WLN - West Lakeview Neighbors   

