 Lake View Citizens’ Council

Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday

May 5, 2005

867 West Buckingham Place 

Present: Becvar, Dedes, Gray, Hoffmann, Knight, Leracz, Ludwig, Marsalek, McCabe, Monteith, Murphy, Newfeld, Schmidt, Way, Winner

Absent: Amati, Baker, Clarke, Craig, Esses, Head, Jackson, Jurczyk, Maragos, Morrin, Robb, Schafer, Sperling

Excused: Bjorkman, Kiriazes, Kropidlowski, Martino, Peterson, Snyder, Toth, Zemola

Guests:  Ball, Davis (BHN), Lawson, O’Malley   

Call to Order/Prior Minutes Approval David Winner called the meeting to order at 7:08 p. Minutes of the April meeting were not available so they will be reviewed at the July meeting.

Treasurer’s Report Treasurer Knight’s report was given by David Winner. There is $118,705 cash in the bank.

Charlotte Newfeld said there will be a third bird sanctuary account.

President’s Report 1. Kathy O’Malley asked to have more gardens in the garden walk. Charlotte Newfeld offered her garden. The garden walk is July 10. Charlotte Newfeld volunteered to help in any way that is needed. Charlie Schmidt said that the Garden Walk has grown beyond Hawthorne Neighbors and asked about contacts. Kathy O’Malley and Carol Ball are the contacts at lakeviewgardenwalk@msn.com Central Lake View Merchants Association printed materials last year. Various arrangements for the walk, such as trolleys and hospitality stops, were discussed. 2. Heather Way talked about the fundraiser on May 13 at Wrigley Field. Many people have bought tickets to come. Heather expects a really great night. 3. Charlie Schmidt reported that the ballot needs to be printed, but everything else is done. Charlotte Newfeld asked that a brief bio of each candidate should be available to the voters. Gary Gray asked about the CTA as the topic. David Winner indicated a speaker will talk about reconstruction on the Brown Line and service cuts throughout the system. Gary Gray Charlotte Newfeld wanted to call a general strike in the city about the service cuts to show the businesses how dependent their workers are on the system. Gary Gray suggested getting CTA union members to picket the CTA speakers. Charlotte Newfeld will contact the union. Jim Ludwig suggested checking with LaSalle Bank about using their parking lot for the Annual Meeting. 4. Bennett Lawson reported that CDOT is taking a dim view of street fairs and checking many aspects. There are no permits issued as yet for street fairs in Lake View. 
Committee Reports 

Communications – John Becvar passed out a draft brochure and asked for comments on the contact and for artwork. He also asked that an LVCC Email Policy Proposal be adopted so that a process can be formalized for use of email and communication with the Branches. John asked that edited versions of the brochures be returned to Rick Cummings. Charlotte Newfeld was concerned that high tech communications eliminates a great many people who cannot afford computers. David Winner indicated a way will be found to solve the problem so that those without computers can get the information by another means. Internship – David Winner is working with Maureen Martino on the internship program. They have interviewed a candidate who is interested in completing a marketing plan for LVCC. He needs to complete such a project for a class he is taking.

Bike Program – 23rd District is asking for funds to buy bikes. Diann Marsalek moved and John Becvar seconded that LVCC donate $500 to the 23rd Steering Committee for the purchase of two additional bikes. Motion carried. 

Lake View Saga Update – Charlie Schmidt reported that LaSalle Bank was going to be contacted regarding the copyright for the Lake View Saga. David is waiting for a reply from his contact at LaSalle. Jim Ludwig said that the Saga needs a champion since Hank Zemola is traveling so much lately. Chad Monteith would do it he had autonomy and a budget to complete the project. Charlotte Newfeld moved LVCC consider enacting a contract with a writer for the Saga at the first meeting of the new Board. There was no second of this motion. Lorraine Hoffmann asked about Pat Butler as the writer. Several are being considered. Previous arrangements with Pat Butler were negated by contract issues that surfaced later.      
Transportation – Bonnie Leracz reported for Chester Kropidlowski that letters were sent by Jim Ludwig to Gov. Blagojevich and Mayor Daley on the CTA issues.

Neighborhood Protections – A trolley will operate from the Ravenswood Station, Tribune Tower, and Water Tower for this Saturday’s game. Charlotte Newfeld will ask Gregg Kiriazes to petition for a traffic operations meeting so that the problems can be aired and resolved. Bennett Lawson reported on strict enforcement of the permit system.

Bird Sanctuary - Charlotte Newfeld reported that the Cubs and Mark Knight had supported the Bird Sanctuary. She presented them with t-shirts marked for the Jarvis Bird Sanctuary. She thanked them for their support.  

Branch Reports   

ELVN – General meeting will be held on June 16 and will feature a round table discussion on the north Sheridan area of the branch. The Board discussed the closing of LeMoyne School.

Triangle Neighbors – Their Annual Meeting will be on June 8 at LVCC office. A new Board will be elected. 

BHN – Belmont Harbor meets on the third Tuesday at Merlo. Alderman Tunney was the guest at the last meeting. The Branch expressed continued concerns on downzoning.

Central – Approved a street closure for a fair at Agassiz School. General Meeting will be held on May 12. 

West – May 18 meeting at the Lincoln Belmont Library. West meets every other month on the third Wednesday.

Hamlin Park – HPN has had difficulty obtaining a quorum at recent general membership meetings in March and April. The HPN planning committee is working to produce more timely meeting notices and newsletters.

Old Business John Becvar asked about Jimmy Buffet tickets for the neighbors. Jennifer Dedes reported there are 3000 tickets saved. There will be a lottery system. It should be announced by the end of May. John Becvar asked about missing reports for the annual report.  
New Business David Winner reminded every branch to turn in its bylaws. This is Mr. Ludwig’s last meeting as president. Jim Ludwig was given a hand. Jim Ludwig suggested establishing contacts with Roscoe Neighbors and the Chamber.

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.  The next meeting will be on July 7 at LVCC unless another location is recommended.

Respectfully submitted, 

B. B. Leracz

Secretary 
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