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——————————————————————————————————————————
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors

LVCC Office - 867 West Buckingham Place – Lower Level, Chicago IL 60657
Thursday, February 7, 2008 7:00PM

MINUTES
1. David Winner called the meeting to order at 7:14PM and John Becvar conducted roll call.  We did not have a quorum (14 Board members) at the start of the meeting (likely due to the weather).
2.  We distributed the minutes from January 10, 2008 meetings of the Board of Directors but did not vote to approve them due to the lack of quorum.   
· 3. President’s Report (Winner)
· At the January Board meeting, the Board voted to send a letter to the four Aldermen regarding the distribution of Neighborhood Impact Funds from the Concerts at Wrigley.  The four letters were mailed indicating our displeasure that 100% of the funds were given to the schools without following the community input that the funds should be dispersed to a variety of causes versus the same cause as the prior concerts.  Mary Kate Rohan acknowledged the receipt of the letter at the 44th Ward Office.  Jim Ludwig recommended the letter to the Aldermen be posted to the LVCC website.  Mike Lufrano indicated the $150,000 requirement for future concerts at Wrigley makes it more difficult for the Cubs to secure a concert (vis-à-vis Soldier’s Field or the United Center).   David Winner inquired of Mary Kate Rohan if the Alderman’s office has been approving permits for summer festivals because we had heard one such request has not been approved.  Mary Kate Rohan indicated they were approving permits if the dates are not on days of Cubs games.
· One of the things the Illinois State Legislature did was give City Council the right to approve an increase in the real estate transfer tax to fund the CTA.  LVCC sent out an email altering residents of the vote on February 4th City Council meeting.   The motion at City Council passed overwhelmingly.  LVCC has been on record supporting a progressive tax (versus regressive taxes).
· LVCC Music Fest tentative dates are July 5-6th, 2008.  The only concern we have about those dates is getting good sponsors because it is a long, holiday weekend and there are a lot of other events (e.g. Taste of Chicago) that weekend.  The only other weekend that is open (e.g. no Cubs games) is August 16-17 (the Air/Water show weekend).   LVCC needs the proceeds from the festival to fund our ongoing operations.   The proposed location is on Sheffield (Waveland south to Newport).  Mike Lufrano inquired what would happen if a Wrigley concert were to be scheduled for that weekend (although there are a lot of home games in August).   David Winner went on record indicating LVCC would oppose a Concert at Wrigley that blocked LVCC from holding their festival.
· The Chicago Cubs have not committed any dates for us to have an Evening at Wrigley.   We are working with Dave Clements from Life Surf Consulting to have a different type of fundraising event instead.  We may have multiple events to appeal to multiple people.  Stay tuned for more details.
· Formation of “Nomination Committee” for LVCC elections in May 2008 – Graham Warning is heading up a committee to put together a slate of candidates for the Presidency of LVCC and five Director “Members at Large”.   The Annual meeting will be on May 8, 2008.  The event will be linked to the school project.  The location will likely be at St. Luke’s auditorium but has not been finalized.
· David and Carol met with “Big Buzz Idea Group” to get the “under 35” involved in the Lake View community.  We have defined four distinct areas – Halsted/Broadway; Sheffield/Clark; Southport; and Lincoln/Damen – for networking groups.  Lincoln Park has a monthly meeting and we would like to mirror that structure.   Jim Ludwig indicated he leaves the planning at his bar to a much younger set and we should do the same if we want to attract the “under 35” group.
· We are looking to do a Lake View wide picnic this year and next Christmas, we are going to caroling.

4. Treasurer’s Report (Knight) – Mark was excused from the meeting and will report next month.  We are very happy with the response from the Membership drive and continue to get responses and donations.
· 5. Secretary’s Report (Becvar)
· Survey on proposed Planned Development – John Becvar indicated there was a community wide meeting on January 23rd to discuss a proposed Planned Development at Clark, Addison and Sheffield.  Over 200 people signed in at the standing-room only meeting.   Prior to the meeting, John and David were planning on conducting a survey about the proposal.  During the meeting, several residents vocalized the need to have a community voting process and John Becvar stood up, with the Alderman’s permission, and mentioned LVCC would conduct a survey.   Two days later, with the help of several branch presidents and Chambers of Commerce, we published our survey on the LVCC Website.
· We have received over 800 responses to date and are very pleased with how LVCC is being perceived by conducting this survey.  We are getting new members and email addresses and updated information about our members.  And importantly, we are gathering the community input in an organized fashion. We have the ability to slice the data in several ways.
· John provided the Board verbally the results to date and indicated these were ‘unaudited’ and that the Board should not quote numbers out of context.   He indicated the biggest concerns were height, traffic flow and impact to residents.  Also, 84% were concerned about the precedent of allowing such a structure to be built.
· The distribution plan is to publish a report at the end of February and post it to both the LVCC and 44th Ward websites.   Graham Warning recommended sending it to the Mayor and the Zoning Board.   David Winner suggested a press release and seeing if Pioneer Press, recently bought out, would feature it as a story.   The survey will be closed in mid-February prior to the report being published.
· James Murphy commented his concern that the Developer’s presentation is still not distributed to the LVCC or the Alderman to be posted online.   David Winner recommended we include this in the letter.
· Mike Lufrano recommended we discuss what we want to see at that location at a future Board meeting.

· As a reminder to please submit your branch reports and calendar notices in advance via email to info@lakeviewcitizens.org.
· 6. Outreach Coordinator Report (Sohl)

· Recap from Participate in ’08 Events – The Sidetrack event was a huge success.  The co-sponsors felt that because LVCC was a co-sponsor, it helped get a larger turn-out.   The candidates were appreciative.  We did a second event at Schoolyard on Southport as well.
· We are talking to the Rotary Club about additional fundraising ideas we can do with them.

· We have over 100 renewals or new members from our Membership Mailing and 35 TimeOut Chicago subscriptions that should be coming in 4-6 weeks.  If you have members who do not get subscriptions by mid-March, please let Carol know.
· School Project update – we have chosen a name for the project, “LV360: Our World; Our Lake View”.   We will develop a graphic and we have proposed the curriculum to the principals.  The awards will be presented at the May 8th Board meeting.  We will video-tape the ceremony and put it on You-Tube.
· We are looking at Sunday, July 13th (11AM-5PM) to have a picnic at Hamlin Park (Barry/Damen corner of the park).  Several branches are on-board to co-sponsor the event.  We will have a country band and would like to serve beer/wine.

· Carol is investigating chartering a small boat (35 people) for the Race to Mackinaw – ideally to pick people up at Belmont Harbor.
· We are having a golf outing with the Chicago Police Department.   We have not chosen a date but would like to do it on a Sunday afternoon at the golf course at Waveland.   It will be more like a meet and greet.

· Jim Ludwig complimented Carol Sohl for partnering with other organizations to make the events a success.  

· 7. Committee Reports
· Transportation report – at last year’s annual meeting we talked about doing a mini-bus in the area to compliment the CTA, keep people out of their cars, and stay in the area.  There is a very successful program in Oak Park.  Mark Minor and David Winner met with the person who did the program in Oak Park.  We want to compliment the public transportation, especially where this is none – (e.g. Southport, Sheffield).   There could be several ways to do this so we will conduct another online survey and meet with the branches.   We will also meet with the Transit Authority.  There is funding through various agencies.   David and Carol have discussed the idea with Alderman Waguespack.  An option, for example, would be to have a $1 tax that could fund the transportation for the area.

· 8. Branch Reports
· BHN – Planned restaurant at Broadway and Stratford.  Sara Feigenholtz and John Cullerton attended the last meeting.

· ELVN – Elections are coming up in March; there is a lot of talk about the potential development on Addison and a different property at Wilton.

· HN – We are trying to get the bar owners on Clark Street to provide trade-off’s for increased requests to get Clark Street more organized; we are also involved in the “under El” parking.

· SELVN – There was a lawsuit impacting the Planned Development for St. Joseph’s.; SELVN will be participating in the Great Chicago Spaces and Places to bring people up to the new landmark district on May 17-18.

· SPN – David and Carol will be attending the next Board meeting.  Summer on Southport will be 19th and 20th of July.  Every Saturday this summer will be the farmer’s market.

· TN – We voted to extend to the Northalsted Halloween Parade on 10/31/08 up to Addison.

· WLVN (via email) – The March 19th meeting will elect the new officers.   The park fundraiser is on track (50% complete).  Working with Alderman Waguespack on the 32nd Ward plan.

· 9.  Old Business
· Jim Ludwig inquired about the next OEMC meeting on Wrigley.

· 10. New Business 
· David Winner let everyone know of the passing of Gloria Shoff, the Executive Director of Northalsted Area Merchants Association.  David asked for a moment of silence in her memory.

11. The next meeting of the LVCC Board of Directors will be held on Thursday, March 6, 2008 at 7PM here at the LVCC Office.   The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.

	Board Members in Attendance

Ronald Baker

	

	James Murphy

	

	Charlie Schmidt

	

	York Chan

	

	Graham Warning

	

	John Becvar

	

	Michael Clarke

	

	David Winner

	

	Jennifer Dedes-Nowak

	

	Jim Ludwig

	

	Beth Murphy

	


	Board Members Excused

Diann K. Marsalek

	

	Ernie Toth

	

	Lisa Iverson

	

	Stacey Paradis

	

	Chester Kropidlowski

	

	Maureen Martino

	

	Hank Zemola

	

	Noreen Keeney

	

	Mark Knight

	


Others in Attendance

Carol Sohl, Outreach Director

Mike Lufrano, Chicago Cubs

Mary Kate Rohan, 44th Ward

Respectively submitted,

John Becvar

Secretary LVCC









Neighborhood Branches:  BHN - Belmont Harbor Neighbors   CLVN - Central Lake View Neighbors   ELVN - East Lake View Neighbors   HPN - Hamlin Park Neighbors   HN - Hawthorne Neighbors   SPN - Sheil Park Neighbors   SELVN - South East Lake View Neighbors   SLN - South Lakeview Neighbors   SNA - Southport Neighbors Association   TN - Triangle Neighbors   WDNA - West DePaul Neighborhood Association    WLN - West Lakeview Neighbors   

