NOTES & NEWS: A CLVN publication highlighting membership meetings and events  
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 Visit our web site at www.clvn.org
	Member Notices

1. 2008 membership dues are now payable

2. Mark your calendar for Feb 14 to learn more about what the community will need to do to improve Weisman Park. Parents/Families that use this park are urged to attend.

3. Election Day is February 5, 2008.  Early voting takes place Jan 14 --Jan 31 at Merlo Library, 644 West Belmont. The hours are Mon-Sat.  9am to 5pm.
4. Please post numbers on your house and garage for emergency services to see when responding.
5. Please bring a non-perishable or cosmetic item to the December meeting for us to donate to a charity drive. 


Membership Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except August) 

At Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital on the 7th floor / Clarke Auditorium

NEXT MEETING DECEMBER 13, 2007

The December meeting will have limited business so we can have punch and cookies after the meeting. Important discussion on liquor license request for the 7-11 at Diversey & Sheffield as the store has a new owner and will be converting from White Hen to 7-11.  

Agenda for December 13, 2007

1. Approval of November, 2007 Minutes

2. LVCC Report-Marsalek

3. Treasurer’s Report-Poppy

4. CDDC Report-Poppy

5. Request by Uday Patel for a Liquor License at new 7-11 at Sheffield and Diversey 

6. Standing Committee Reports

7. Announcements

8. CTA update-Tatro 

9. Old Business

10. New Business (Procedural requirements will be explained to address request for up-zoning)

11. Adjournment /Holiday Party (light refreshments)

Up-Coming Events

11-20-07 Property Tax Appeal Workshop - Sheil Park from 6-9p

11-26-07 Property Tax Appeal Workshop - St. George Church on Sheffield from 6-9p

11-29-07 Property Tax Appeal Workshop – Gill Park on Sheridan from 6-9p

12-3-07

Second Installment Tax Bills Due (pay by this date to avoid 1½% penalty per month)

12-13-07 Caps Meeting at 7:00p at Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital, 7th floor

12-13-07
CLVN Meeting & holiday party at 7:30p immediately following CAPS meeting

WHAT HAPPENED LAST MONTH  

MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 8th MEETING:

CLVN Vice President, Terry Diamond, called the meeting to order at 7:40 pm.  A quorum was present.  Officers in attendance: Terry Diamond-Vice President, James Bail-Corresponding Secretary, Marie Poppy-Treasurer and Frank Nussbaum-Area Director. Excused officers: Aaron Harkin, Jim Masini and Diann Marsalek, President. 

Approval of Minutes:  Frank Nussbaum made a motion to approve minutes from October 2007. Jim Bail seconded. The motion passed. 

LVCC Report: Diamond reported LVCC was sponsoring a Networking Party with the Chicago Police on Wednesday, November 14, 2007 from 6-9 PM at John Barleycorn. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Poppy reported that a full treasury report will be provided in the first quarter. The organization is tracking close to plan.  CLVN made $160 at the fall Wine Tasting, and approximately $200 Agassiz School Fall Harvest Festival (all funds not yet totaled) and $ 51 for the September Jewel Shop and Share. 

CDDC Report:  Poppy reported the developer who was to present the planned development project for the Cubs / Wrigleyville area requested to delayed his presentation to the Development Council for another month or two.   Given this last minute change of agenda, each neighborhood group commented on their local projects and issues.  Of note, many of the community groups are taking a page for 44th Ward Development Plan and focusing on improving their local play lot and increasing open space in their neighborhood.  West Lake View is now raising funds for their new park, Shiel Park, Hawthorne and Triangle community groups are also taking step to improve the parks / greenspace in their neighborhoods as well. CLVN would like to focus on Weisman play lot in 2008.  There was much concerned by both the business and leadership of the community groups over the increasing taxes being proposed by both the city and cook county. 
Standing Committee Reports

Planning and Zoning Committee: Poppy reported she is tracing the two covenants for Erie Brush property on Fletcher and the residential property at 1114 W. Wellington. The owners of Erie Brush has defaulted on his agreement with CLVN to sign a restrictive covenant allowing them to operate as a business (C1-2) zoning in an R4.5 residential neighborhood. Poppy and Marsalek will continue to follow up with the Alderman’s office to work in getting this agreement consummated. It has been one year since the owner, and his attorney agreed to this contract and they are now avoiding the community’s request to complete the process.  What CLVN has recently learned is that there is a letter between Erie Brush and the Alderman’s office agreeing to the zoning change.  Poppy was concerned this was a “slippery slope” for CLVN.  Reason being people change and memories fade. CLVN has been faced with a default before and it did not work in the favor of the community. At least with the agreement it follows the property when it is sold and there is a filed document with Cook County Recorder of Deeds.  Permits have been recently been issued for 1114 West Wellington that reflect the existing building and temporary zoning change the homeowners requested.  Now that this has been completed Bennett Lawson said the Alderman could start the process to rezone this parcel back down to RS3 from R4.5. 

By-Law’s: (deferred until 1st quarter 2008)

Beautification / Parks: No report

Announcements:  Members were advised CLVN’s Shop & Share days at any Jewel will be held on November 22, 23, & 24, 2007.  Marsalek will distribute these slips to members. CLVN receives 5% of the total sales. Present your slip to the cashier at time of check out. Funds raised will go to our community beautification and future park improvements. Please support this fundraiser.  

There will be three Property Tax Appeal Workshops: Sheil Park on November 20th:  St. George Church on November 26th and Gill Park in November 29. All meet from 6-9PM.  

Presentation by Kathleen Herrman, Director of Real Estate for the CTA:  Ms. Herman made a second presentation regarding parking under the El-tracks.  At the suggestion of Alderman Tunney, Herman came to CLVN to review the program.  Parking could be available along Sheffield /Wilton corridor from George to Belmont. These 125 parking spaces would be available for rent at $75/month for residential parking and $85 for businesses. You would be able to rent month to month or annually.  The area would have a gravel surface, cleaned and managed by Standard Parking.  Parking is at owner’s risk.  Herman mentioned some individuals do cover their cars to avoid objects/materials that might fall from the tracks.  She mentioned (if/when) the program goes into place any cars parked illegally would be towed. If the parking program is approved the CTA intends to place signs with appropriate violation notices and a phone number posted for individuals to call if there are problems with parked cars.  At the end of the presentation a vote was taken on the following Motion:  CLVN agrees to support the CTA’s request to allow private parking under the “L” tracks from George to Belmont for $75 per month per space, provided CLVN retains the right to request the withdraw its support in the future if problems arise due to private parking under the “L” Tracks.  Joe Ravilengen moved that the Motion be approved, Diamond second, the Motion was approved.  A letter will be sent to Alderman Tunney accordingly.  

Presentation by the US Post Office:  Four representatives from the US Post Office attended the November 2007 CLVN meeting.  They discussed the recent actions the Post Office has taken to improve service. They have hired 200 new carriers, inventoried property addresses to create a more complete address data base for mail delivery, overhauled and purchased new equipment including 650 new delivery vehicles and sent their managers to management training.  The new sorting machines at the Post Office can sort 12 envelopes per second.  To improve mail delivery service you should include the apartment or unit number on the same line as the property address and include the correct Zip Code.  According to the Post Office, a first class letter mailed in Chicago should be delivered the next day if the recipient is in Chicago and the address is complete. A letter that is mailed 600 miles or less from Chicago should be received in 2 days; and a letter mail from Chicago to any location more than 600 miles away in the continental U.S. should be received in 3 days if the letter is fully and accurately addressed. Carmen Santiago, Manager of Consumer Affairs at the Post Office is our contact.  You can contact her at (312) 983-8327, (312) 983-8398 (fax) Carmen.l.santiago@usps.gov.  Marie Poppy will post the USPS contact information on the CLVN website in “My Neighborhood”. 

Report of the Ald. Tunney’s Office: Bennett Lawson indicated Alicia Obando of Ald. Tunney’s office left and that we may contact him or Mary Kate Rogan in the Alderman’s office at (773) 525-6034.

Old Business:  Poppy and Diamond reported on the successful Halloween Party/Fall Festival event at Agassiz School on Saturday October 27, 2007.  The attendance and participation by students, parents, neighbors and school staff was great. A thank you was extended to Alderman Tunney who provided breakfast and apples which the school was able to sell to raise money.  CLVN would also like to thank Mad River and Kirkwood Bar and Grill for paying for the pumpkins and face painters for the children. 
New Business:  Joe Ravelingeen reported on two recent “assault” incidents on Wellington near the “L” stop, the slow response from 911 and the Police Dept. The Hospital mentioned they have stepped up security around the parking lot and hospital as they have been experiencing security issues as well.  As a result of this discussion, CLVN will send a letter to the CTA, Alderman and Police Department to request additional security around the Wellington station. Tom Foos inquired if there was anything CLVN could do to shorten 1000 Liquors 4:00 a.m. liquor license and the hours of the Tattoo Parlor on Belmont.  Henry Lopez (a member and residential developer) asked if CLVN would consider rezoning the R3 to R3.5. This means the FAR would increase from .9 to 1.05, the Minimum Lot Area would decrease from 2500 to 1250 square feet per dwelling unit and maximum building height would increase from 30 to 35 feet.  The 3.5 zoning classification did not exist when CLVN was down zoned from R4 to R3, The R3.5 zoning would allow a large home or 2 flats on a standard City lot to be constructed.  

Adjournment: Motion by Joe /Ravelingeen seconded by Karen Gaus to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

CAPS REPORT 19th District - Beat 1932 (boundary - Diversey to Belmont between Lincoln & Clark): 

No CAPS meeting in November. The next CAPS meeting will be held on December 13th at 7:00 p.m. at Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital, 836 W. Wellington, Clarke Auditorium, 7th Floor.  CAPS 19th District phone number is 312-744-5574. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions about your membership? Know neighbors that want to join? Go to www.clvn.org to download a copy of our membership form or contact Diann Marsalek at marsalek@urbancom.net.

