NOTES & NEWS: A CLVN publication highlighting membership meetings and events  
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	Member Notices

1. April 13th Fundraiser for Weisman Park Renovations at Kirkwood Bar and Grill 2934 N. Sheffield 4-6 p.m., $20 per person and a raffle.    


Membership Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except August) 

At Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital on the 7th floor / Clarke Auditorium, 7:30p.m.

NEXT MEETING April 10, 2008

The announcement of committee chairs will be made and members are encouraged to serve on a committee. Voting will be held on the request for an incidental liquor license at 929 W. Belmont.    

Agenda for April 10, 2008

1. Presentation by Phil McFarland and Ty Fujimura of 929 W. Belmont for new business and incidental liquor license request. (This is the second presentation and a voting item). 

2. Presentation by Chris Matan with information on Diplomat Hotel  

3. Approval of March Minutes 

4. LVCC Report-Marsalek  
5. Treasurer’s Report-Tatro

6. CDDC Report-Poppy

7. Standing Committee Reports-Executive Committee Report

8. Announcements

9. CTA update-Tatro 

10. New Business

11. Old Business 

12. Adjournment
Up-Coming Events


4-10
 CAPS meeting 7p.m.-Advocate Illinois Masonic

       4-10                                           CLVN meeting 7:30 p.m.       

       4-13                                           CLVN Wine Tasting-Kirkwood, 2934 N. Sheffield 4-6 $20 per person

WHAT HAPPENED LAST MONTH  

 MINUTES FROM March 13th MEETING:

CLVN President, Diann Marsalek, called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  A quorum was present with over 60 members in attendance.  Officers in attendance: Terry Diamond-Vice President, Laura Kotelman-Secretary, Marie Poppy-Treasurer, Jim Masini, Frank Nussbaum and Aaron Harkin-Area Directors. Excused officer: James Bail. 

Election: Members were provided a ballot for the 2008-2009 officers at the time of signing in for the meeting. As such, most of the voting took place before candidates had a chance to make their presentations. Marsalek asked the members if they wanted to hear presentations by the candidates. The members indicated they did not want to hear presentations. Norb Tatro indicated it was agreed at the last meeting that presentations would be made. Presentations were made by the two candidates running for Treasurer: Norb Tatro and Jeannie Sticher. Marie Poppy who challenged Diann for President made a presentation. Marsalek thanked the members for coming to vote.  The results are President-Diann Marsalek, Vice-President-Terry Diamond, Recording Secretary-Laura Kotelman, Corresponding Secretary-Jim Bail and Treasurer-Norb Tatro. The Area Directors are Jim Masini, Aaron Harkin, Frank Nussbaum, Diann Marsalek, Jeannie Sticher and Marie Poppy. Marsalek thanked Jackie Price and Anita Constant for counting the votes.      

Presentation by Phil McFarland and Ty  Fujimura of 929 W. Belmont for an Incidental Liquor license: McFarland and Fujimura are leasing the former Ann Sathers at 929 W. Belmont on the first floor. These businessmen operate other neighborhood establishments in the city. They have worked in the hospitality industry for over 20 years. This business will be neighborhood and family friendly. They will serve spirits, wine and international beers. The establishment will have a sports focus on soccer, ruby and international competitions. The area will be LEED certified or environmentally friendly. Brunch will be served on Saturday and Sunday. Lunch, dinner and appetizers will be served daily until one hour before closing. The hours will be Sunday-Friday till 2 a.m. On Saturday they will be open to 3:00 a.m. The second floor is operated by Comedy Sportz. They are leasing the property from Joseph Freed for 10 years. They are hoping to lease parking from the Ann Sathers and the VIC garage may offer validation. There is also street parking. They hope to open in the fall of 2008. This was the first presentation and they will be making their second presentation at the April meeting.  

Approval of Minutes: Jim Masini made a motion which was seconded by Larissa Tyler to approve the February minutes. The motion passed and the minutes were approved without any changes or corrections. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Poppy reported CLVN has a total of $12,414.61 in the bank. This consists of two CD’s totaling $2,078 with the remaining balance in our checking and savings accounts. Last years’ budget of $5,153 was slightly under by $655. This was due to less money spent on postage and some contributions that were budgeted and not distributed. Donations in 2007 were $460 and so far in 2008 donation are $180. We now have $2000 in the legal defense fund contingency and the beautification fund has $3881 remaining.  Our proposed budget (2008-2009) of $7,971 (includes the legal defense contingency and beautification) are covered, leaving a remaining contingency of about $5,000.   

Announcements: Marsalek reported the next CAPS meeting and CLVN meeting will be held on April 10, 2008. A new commander has been named for the 19th District and Marsalek will notify the members of the name of the new commander.  Membership packets were mailed to about 40 businesses in CLVN and none have joined of yet. Marsalek attend the first meeting of Advocate Illinois Masonic Community Advisory Council for the Planed Development of the hospital. The meeting was attended by members of the clergy, other neighborhood groups and the local chambers of commerce. The hospital conducted a study from 2004-2006 and determined that the facility is old, they need more private rooms, the hospital needs to be more user friendly, clinical programs need to be centrally located, space is needed for technology and major clinical services need to be replaced. A time line for the planned development was provided which may be completed by spring or summer of 2014. The phases for the planned development include the planes development plan (15 months), fiscal approval (6 months), certificate of need approval, (6-8 months), bidding and design, (20 months), construction (32 months) and open to patients in 2014. There will be four more meetings this year and one is scheduled for the summer. The summer meeting will address green space and Poppy will make a presentation. The hospital indicated at the meeting they will are interested in helping with the Weisman Park renovations. The hospital will have a website dedicated to the planned development.  The concerns raised were for parking for the Barry quad which the hospital indicated they will work with the neighborhood. There will be a fundraiser for the Weisman Park renovation on Sunday April 13th from 4-6 at Kirkwood, 2934 N. Sheffield for $20 per person. We will also be holding a raffle. Marsalek thanked Kirkwood for hosting and the flyer they produced for the event. CLVN will be selling Cubs tickets as a fundraiser for the Weisman Park renovation on Saturday April 19th for a 12:05 p.m. game against the Pittsburgh Pirates for $30 per ticket. Marsalek is trying to find out the location. If you want to purchase tickets send her an email at marsalek@urbancom.net. The Eggstravaganza will be held on Saturday March 16, 2008 at Sheil Park from 12- 3p.m. The building at 3016 N. Seminary has another housing court date for building violations on May 5th at 9:30 a.m. in room 1103 of the Daley Center. Members are encouraged to attend if you have concerns with the building. CLVN will be holding a summer movie thanks to the funding of Central Lake View Merchants (CLMA). Members indicated they like a Sunday night for the movie. We will have the viewing at Hawthorne or Agassiz school and more information will be provided. A pub crawl with the businesses on Sheffield is being planned for the summer and more information will be provided.

Weisman Park: Poppy reported she met with Larry Wrobel, Executive VP of Operations for Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital to review the community’s desire to renovate the park and to ask the hospital if they would contribute to renovation. The hospital was very supportive of the community request. Wrobel believed the hospital could provide a “meaningful” contribution to this project and will consider it as the hospital works thru their Planned Development for the hospital. This project request will be incorporated into their hospital building plans. Wrobel, invited Poppy to present again to the hospital planning committee later this year.

The Alderman office has advised Poppy that given some of the new costs they have seen on other community park projects and that by the time the park is rebuilt our cost will be more like $800,000 vs. the $650,000. So, we should revise our planning number.  Also, the Alderman has asked CLVN to keep the fundraising for the renovation to individuals and not to apply for grants or to solicit other government representatives at this time. Poppy reported she has been in contact with the Tony Weisman. The park was names after his father many years ago. Tony Weisman has agreed to become a member of the Weisman Park Advisory Council and will provide CLVN marketing assistance. Marsalek reported some neighbors’ years ago raised approximately $450 for the park and they will be donating these funds to our renovation cause.  Poppy asked that a separate fund be established at Chase Bank for the Weisman Park Renovation Project.                

Alderman’s Report: Mary Kate Rohan reported the reason the Alderman has asked CLVN to focus only on individual contribution for the park renovation was that the impact of Illinois Masonic’s donation to Weisman Park could be very large. The thought was to see what would develop their first.  In the spring, the project to have residents post their address numbers on their garages will move forward. Rohan will check with the CTA to see about the status of a garbage can in front of Prestige Liquor on Diversey. Thefts from cars of GPS units have been a big problem in the Sheil Park area. Please remove all objects and coins when you are out of your vehicle.   

CDDC Report: Poppy reported a 19 story condo building will be erected at 2059 N. Sheridan at the corner of Oakdale. It is zoned RM6.5 so there are no height requirements. It will have 79 condos and 192 parking spaces. The intent is to share some of the parking spaces with other building in the area that are also owned by the developer.  The LVCC survey concerning the proposed development at Addison and Clark received 970 responses. The results were negative toward the proposed plan. General view is the project was too dense and too high. The Alderman said it now up to the developer to go back to the drawing board. The Alderman has used $500,000 of development impact fees to purchase a lot on Burling to create a pocket park that will be managed by the neighborhood. The parcel lease will be turned over to Neighborspace, a not for profit that holds the leases on these land parcels and also handles the insurance / liability. This has nothing to do with the park district.  Poppy commented she was please to hear of this as it has been years since impact fees were used in the 44th ward. Previously these funds were allocated toward green space in other Lakeview Wards.  Also, the façade of the Merlo Library on Belmont will begin in the next few weeks.   The Alderman shared with us that there is a developer who is “shopping around “his idea for a youth hostel at the Diplomat hotel. (Belmont and Sheffield).The Alderman was clear that he did not support the project.  He wants to see this building fixed up and to be used for Affordable housing.  

LVCC: Tabled to the April meeting. 

CTA Report: Tatro reported that the temporary station at Diversey will open March 30 and the permanent station with an elevator will open at Diversey in June. Wellington will close March 30th. The impact of the next phase will be the morning rush hour so look for alternatives or leave earlier. Mark Payne has left the CTA for a position with another agency.  

Planning and Zoning: Poppy reported that Marsalek has been chasing after Erie Brush and his attorney Jim Bank for almost two years to have them execute the covenant agreement they had requested from CLVN but never signed. The agreement was to temporarily rezone Erie Brush property on Fletcher from R4.5 to C1-2 to allow him to continue to operate his business that has been located there for over 20 years.  At the time the building is sold the property would revert back to residential use only.  Recently the owner has had medical problems and his attorney James Banks has been non-responsive to Marsalek inquires. Several months ago at the request of Poppy, the Alderman’s office provided CLVN a copy of a two line letter of agreement between the Alderman and Erie Brush. The letter stated this property was temporary rezoned and would go back to residential at time of sale.  Poppy said, the community will need to watch the parcel and hold the Alderman to his agreement.  The Alderman office stated the Alderman doesn’t need a covenant agreement and this letter is sufficient.  Poppy consider this matter a “dead issue” for CLVN.  There are no open covenant agreements as all matters in this regard are closed.

Old Business: None.       

New Business: A member inquired if CLVN would be able to write a letter opposing the proposed soccer field in Lincoln Park. LVCC would be the better group to do a letter and Marsalek will notify LVCC of this concern.  

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

CAPS REPORT 19th District - Beat 1932 (boundary - Diversey to Belmont between Lincoln & Clark): 

There was no CAPS meeting in March. The next CAPS meeting will be held on April 10th at 7:00 p.m. at Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital, 836 W. Wellington, Clarke Auditorium, and 7th Floor. The 19th District CAPS phone number is 312-744-5574. 

 ___________________________________________________________________
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Questions about your membership? Know neighbors that want to join? Go to www.clvn.org to download a copy of our membership form or contact Diann Marsalek at marsalek@urbancom.net.

CLVN

C/O Diann Marsalek

1108 W. Wellington

Chicago, Illinois 60657
