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	Member Notices

1. Save the date-April 13th Fundraiser for Weisman Park Renovation Project.  


Membership Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except August) 

At Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital on the 7th floor / Clarke Auditorium, 7:30p.m.

NEXT MEETING MARCH 13, 2008

It is time to vote for our 2008 officers. You must have paid you dues by Feb. 13, 2008 and be in attendance at the March membership meeting to exercise your voting privilege.  Please see statements attached by the candidates running for the contested offices of President and Treasurer. There will also be a presentation about the new business located at 929 W. Belmont (former Ann Sather’s location) and their request for a liquor license.    

Agenda for March 13, 2008

1. Voting – Presentation by Candidates for President and Treasurer (only contested offices)

2. Presentation by Phil McFarland of 929 W. Belmont for new business and liquor license request

3. Approval of February Minutes 

4. LVCC Report-Marsalek

5. Treasurer’s Report-Poppy

6. CDDC Report-Poppy

7. Standing Committee Reports

8. Announcements

9. CTA update-Tatro 

10. Announcement of 2008 Officers 

11. Old Business 

12. New Business 

13. Adjournment

Up-Coming Events

March 13th                   CLVN meeting 7:30 p.m. (Election of Officers)

April 10th                      CAPS 7p.m / CLVN meeting 7:30 p.m.  

April 13th                      Tentative Fundraiser for Weisman Park more details to follow

WHAT HAPPENED LAST MONTH

 MINUTES FROM February 14th MEETING:

CLVN President, Diann Marsalek, called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  A quorum was present.  Officers in attendance: Terry Diamond-Vice President, Laura Kotelman-Secretary, Marie Poppy-Treasurer and Jim Masini-Area Director. Excused officers: James Bail, Aaron Harkin and Frank Nussbaum.

Alderman’s Report: Mary Kate Rohan reported the CTA has issued a press release which has already been distributed via the Alderman’s e-mail list. (See Mark Payne’s report below for details of this release). Rohan announced the streets south of Wellington to Diversey will not be getting new street lighting in 2008, as originally presented in 2007. Rohan reminded us there is an ordinance requiring individuals to remove snow from their sidewalks. Developers, property owners and management companies are all subject to fines if the areas are not cleared.  Please notify Mary Kate Rohan at the Alderman’s office of the address of the property where the walks are not shoveled.  Streets and Sanitation will visit or call the locations to give them a reasonable period of time to remove the snow (usually 1-2 days).  If there is still no compliance the individual will be issued a ticket and fine. Corner lots should shovel to the ally and the crosswalks. A request was made by a member for a garbage can in front of Prestige Liquor on Diversey.  Rohan will talk to Streets and Sanitation and the CTA about this request.
Presentation by Mark Payne of the CTA: Payne informed members of the revised CTA construction schedule. The Brown Line construction is 18 months ahead of schedule. All stations will be ADA (Americans with Disability Accessible) accessible with an elevator at the end of the entire Brown Line project in December 2009. Diversey is schedule to reopen early on March 30 with a temporary station. The station will not have an elevator during this initial reopening.  Wellington and Paulina will be closed from March 30 till sometime before December 2009. Morning rush hour from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. will be impacted with the second phase of track work also beginning on March 30th. The CTA is committed to trying to reduce or remove slow zones. Payne suggested individuals leave early for work or take a bus. Additional buses will be on #11-Lincoln, #22-Clark, #134, #135, #147, #148 and #156. The Red Line will also be affected during the construction. Norb Tatro suggested individuals board at Belmont and use the Brown Line to avoid Red Line construction issues. There will be no work during CUBS night games. Payne will look into the request for additional garbage cans at the Diversey el stop. All seniors will ride for free starting on March 17th. If you are senior and have a paid card you can obtain a refund at the CTA headquarters at 576 W. Lake and also can apply for a new senior card.
LVCC: Tabled to the March meeting. 

Announcements: Marsalek reported she is working with the Alderman’s office to restore the War Monuments located at George and Mildred. Marsalek has been invited by Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital to sit on the Advisory Council for their proposed planned development.  Their first meeting is Feb. 26th.   Marsalek will keep the membership informed on this groups’ activity. Thanks to South Lake View Neighbors for notifying CLVN of a proposed development at 2800 N. Lincoln. Marsalek and Poppy passed out flyers along Racine, Wolfram, George and Diversey to notify residents of the SLVN meeting to discuss this project.  Poppy commented this LEEDS building is a modern designed and will be mixed use. There will be 9 condos with balconies and two store fronts along Lincoln. The builder requested an additional 10% more zoning above C1-3 so all the building mechanicals could be contained within the structure.  To do so would require the zoning to go from C1.3 to C1.5. Variances are not allowed in commercial areas, so hence the zoning increase request.  Diann Marsalek reported that against the recommendation SLVN’s Zoning and Planning Committee, the attending SLVN members voted 15 for the up-zoning and 13 against.  The ten members of CLVN in attendance voted 6 in favor and 4 against.  Wrightwood Neighbors voted 2 in favor and 1 against.  Also, the majority of votes supported the overall building design.  A covenant will be issued by SLVN to assure that only a limited part of the up-zoning will be applied.  The following permits have been issued in CLVN; 3000 N. Halsted to do work on an office, 915 W. Belmont to rehab a commercial first floor and 3107 N. Racine to convert to a single family home.  3016 N. Seminary is in housing court (Room 1103 in the Daley Center at 9:30 a.m.) on February 25, 2008. Members are encouraged to attend, especially if you live on this street. Let the judge know your thoughts on the building.  Election of CLVN officers will be held in March.  Marsalek thanked all members in attendance for paying their dues.  We will continue fund raising for the renovation of Weisman Park (located at Oakdale and Mildred). Our first event of 2008 is tentatively set for April 13th at Kirkwood Bar & Grill so save the date.  A very Happy Birthday to a long time member, John Riegler who turned 86. Cupcakes were distributed at the meeting in celebration of this milestone.      

Approval of Minutes: Poppy proposed changes to last months minutes as follows: under the request for liquor license for the 7-11 it should have been that the motion was seconded by Jane Gard and to reflect that in both votes there was one abstention. Also, the Treasurer’s Report had a typo as it should read an increase of funds of $2000 not $2.00. Also, 1033 W. Wolfram should have read applying for a zoning change not a variance and under new business there should have been an inquiry of a member about new street lights for Wellington to Diversey. A motion was made by Terry Diamond and seconded by Jim Masini to approve the minutes with the changes offered by Poppy. Poppy will make the changes and post to the web site. 

Treasurer Report:  Poppy reported that $11,658.66 is in our treasury. About $2000 held for a legal defense fund and $2000 is for the Beautification fund. A full report will be provided at the March annual meeting.  

Nominating Report: Karen Gaus gave the report. Individuals running for President are Diann Marsalek and Marie Poppy; Vice President-Terry Diamond, Treasurer-Jeannie Sticher and Norb Tatro, Recording Secretary-Laura Kotelman, Corresponding Secretary–Jim Bail; Area Directors- Frank Nussbaum, Aaron Harkin, Diann Marsalek, Jeannie Sticher, Marie Poppy and Jim Masini.  President and Treasurer are the only contested offices. Marsalek and Poppy commented it is good to see members run for office, years ago we could not find individuals to get involved.  Marsalek asked members what they would like to see about the candidate prior to the election. It was decided members would receive a bio/summary of goals for the candidates for President and Treasurer included with the minutes. Candidates will be given the opportunity to make short a presentation at the start of the March meeting before the vote.     

CDDC Report: Poppy reported a public meeting was held to discuss the proposal for a Planned Development bordering Addison and down Clark Street by Wrigley Field.  The proposal included two 9-story buildings with a 400-space parking lot connecting the two building. The development would include a Hyatt Place Hotel, 150 one bedroom apartments, retail space, and a 45,000 square foot fitness center. There was so much discussion about the size of the PD that discussion of a grocery store or Best Buy as tenants never came up. Two things came out of this meeting. One a survey would be sent out to the community via LVCC to gain more input on this project. Second, that the Developer was requested to come back to the community with a plan to reflect the current zoning, which he did agree to do. Marsalek has already sent an email to members to notify them of the questionnaire offered by the Lake View Citizens Council. Poppy urged members if they have not yet responded to please go to the Lake View Citizen Council web site to participate. She also encourages members to go to future public meetings. No meetings are planned at this time.  Poppy stated the buildings currently on this land are under built for the current zoning which is B3-2. The current zoning would allow for buildings about 45 ft in height which is about 4 or 5 stories.  The proposed PD is asking for 75% more than what is allowed and would be taller than Wrigley Stadium. It was reported in the paper the owner paid $30 million for the 10 lots. Luis Auto Body shop, 7-11 and the sports store along Addison did not sell.  This PD process will take a few years to go thru review process before anything is finalized.  On an unrelated topic, a member inquired as to the status of Sappano’s Paint Building. Poppy responded there has been no new information on this property. The developers who initially came to CLVN requested a zoning change never followed thru.  
1033 W. Wolfram:  Marsalek reported this issue has been tabled. Marie stated she received a letter from the coach house condo owner right after our last CLVN meeting stating he was not in agreement with this project.  This is an unusual condo situation as the two buildings are sub-divided on a lot that is 25 x 125. The land has also been divided. There appears to be easement, but not common areas. In any event Henry Masiell (who is requesting the upzoning) wanted time to see if he could get the other owner to change his position. CLVN will not get involved in reviewing this matter further until this issue is resolved between them. 

Standing Committee Reports: All tabled to the March meeting   

CTA Report:  

Beautification:  

Planning and Zoning: 

Weisman Park Advisory Council

Presentation on Weisman Park:  Poppy presented a power point presentation on the proposed renovation of Weisman Park (located at Oakdale and Mildred).  Weisman is the largest play lot in the Ward and it is located within CLVN boundaries. It is one of the few parks with an existing water feature.  This park was last updated in 1991 and is far beyond the end of its lifecycle.  One of the goals of the 44th Ward Master Plan is to protect and maintain our current parks/play lots. Many other neighborhood groups within the ward have stepped up to this challenge. Community intervention is absolutely necessary to save these spaces. This is due to the fact that the Chicago Park District long range plan calls for moving away from updating and maintaining these types of smaller open spaces. Rather, they will be focusing on larger projects. Poppy reported a number of parks that she, Suzanne Frank and James Bail visited were renovated or built thru community efforts. Some of these parks included, Wrightwood, Adams, Felgers, Wisconsin Pocket Park, Mayfair, Haas, just to name a few.  Poppy discovered during her investigation process that impacts fees that came from development within our Ward during the construction boomed were utilized by the greater area of Lakeview which includes 5 Wards (37, 44, 47, 46 and 43). With no projects being requested from the Ward at that time, the funds went elsewhere. Over the last several months thru discussion and meeting, the Chicago Park District presented CLVN with a preliminary plan and cost estimate of $650,000.  Poppy stressed this is just the first look, as some of the changes that were requested after the first review are not included in this number. Also, some of the design features such as the splash pad have not been settled.  Alderman Tunney is in support of this project. CLVN has waited its turn, while the campus parks and other parks were being addressed by the Alderman.  Poppy revealed the initial rendering, which showed how this space could be beautifully upgraded and become a jewel in our community. Some of the changes included soft surfaces thru out, a small picnic area, more landscaping, a splash pad with new sprayers and soft surfaces instead of concrete. A younger children’s structure could include such things as a spring rider, swings, play panel, sand tables and slides.  Older children’s structure (up to 12) would include swings and an ADA swing, watch towers, swing bridge, and small climbing wall.  The next step is to move this project out of the Beautification Committee to the Weisman Park Advisory Council.  Poppy who will continue to spearhead this effort is looking for members who would be interested in working with her on the Advisory Council for both planning and raising funds.  Poppy made a point that all the fund raising is not just up to her and Marsalek. Members would be asked to consider their hand at chairing an event. Typical the majority of funding comes thru the help of major donors such as the hospital, grants, local businesses, and elected public officials securing government funds. The Park District will create the plan, bid out the equipment and construct the park. This begins when the Park District can see that the community has about 60% of the funding secured. This can be thru letters of commitment or cash donations.  CLVN will need to do some fund raising such as perhaps selling walk way bricks, pledges for equipment, perhaps sponsoring a golf outing, wine tasting, flower sales and maybe a rib fest at the park. Please e-mail Marie Poppy mariepoppy@comcast.net  if you would like to serve on this council.  CLVN will be setting up a separate account for these funds.  Poppy will investigate the best course of action and advise the Executive Committee. A member asked who would be responsible for maintaining the park over the long run. Poppy responded it is her understanding the Park District is looking for the community to take care of these smaller parks; however, the park district would still pick up the trash and do repairs as requested.      
New Business:   None 

Old Business:   None 

Adjournment:  A motion was made by John Riegler and seconded by Jim Masini to adjourn. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

CAPS REPORT 19th District - Beat 1932 (Boundaries: Diversey to Belmont between Lincoln & Clark): 
The issues reported at the last CAPS meeting concerning the Union Bar on Halsted have been resolved thanks to the efforts of the police and the Alderman’s Office. Previous issues involved large crowds, noise, and traffic all happening about closing time. There were also reports of cars being parked illegally near the bar. The bar will be watched during the warm weather months when events pick up at this establishment.  Due to the Wellington El closing on March 30th for one year, a representative of Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital was concerned about the safety of the employees who now will have to take the el to Belmont or Diversey and walk to/from the hospital. The representative inquired if the police would provide more patrols during the late night shift change when employees would be leaving and entering the hospital. Police advised the hospital to encourage employees to take a cab from the el, walk on main streets and avoid walking in alleys and on side streets. A safety seminar for the employees may be offered to alert them to safety tips. An individual inquired about deceptive practices concerning con artist and criminals posing as water inspectors or representatives from the water department seeking entry to either read your meter or attach the new remote devices to read your meters. The police advised to check their credentials and not let anyone into your home until it was verified they are an employee of the Water Department. The police also reminded residents and visitors to the neighborhood to remove GPS units from their cars and be on the look out for thefts of Catalytic converters. The next CAPS meeting will be held on April 10th at 7:00 p.m. at Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital, 836 W. Wellington, Clarke Auditorium, and 7th Floor. The 19th District CAPS phone number is 312-744-574.

  ___________________________________________________________________
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Questions about your membership? Know neighbors that want to join? Go to www.clvn.org to download a copy of our membership form or contact Diann Marsalek at marsalek@urbancom.net. Please complete the information on the form and provide us your e-mail address, to help CLVN save on postage.

CLVN

C/O Diann Marsalek

1108 W. Wellington

Chicago, Illinois 60657

