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	Member Notices

1. 2008 membership dues are due. Dues are $10 members, $5 seniors and $40 businesses. Send your dues to Diann Marsalek, 1108 W. Wellington.  

2. Mark your calendar for Feb 14 to learn more about what the community will need to do to improve Weisman Park. Parents/Families that use this park are urged to attend.

3. Election Day is February 5, 2008.  Last day to register is Jan. 8th. Early voting takes place Jan 14-Jan 31 at Merlo Library, 644 West Belmont, Mon-Sat.  9am to 5pm. 
4. Please bring a non-perishable or cosmetic item to the January meeting for us to donate to a charity drive. 


Membership Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except August) 

At Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital on the 7th floor / Clarke Auditorium

NEXT MEETING JANUARY 10, 2008

We have invited a speaker from Deborah’s Place, a domestic violence shelter to speak. The new owner of the 7-11 at Diversey and Sheffield will be making his second presentation for a liquor license for Mon-Sat 6a.m. -2 a.m. and Sunday 11:00a.m. -2:a.m. 

Agenda for January 10, 2008

1. Approval of November and December Minutes

2. LVCC Report-Marsalek

3. Treasurer’s Report-Poppy

4. Second Presentation Patel Uday for a Liquor License at new 7-11 at Sheffield and Diversey

5. Speaker from Deborah’s Place-Rebecca Milbert 

6. Tentative Agenda Item: Request by 1033 W. Wolfram for zoning change from R3 to R4.5 for rehab existing structure into 2 condo’s (if Developer’s Checklist is not received soon this item will be tabled till the Feb. meeting) 

7. Standing Committee Reports

8. Announcements

9. CTA update-Tatro 

10. Old Business

11. New Business 

12. Adjournment
Up-Coming Events

Watch this area for 2008 events in Lake View

WHAT HAPPENED LAST MONTH  

MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 13th MEETING:

CLVN President, Diann Marsalek, called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  A quorum was not present.  Officers in attendance: Laura Kotelman-Secretary, Marie Poppy-Treasurer and Aaron Harkin- Area Director. Excused officers: Terry Diamond, James Bail, Jim Masini and Frank Nussbaum.  

Approval of Minutes: Tabled to January Meeting. 

LVCC Report: Tabled to January meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report: Poppy reported CLVN has $7390.92 in the bank. A detailed report will be provided in January. 

CDDC Report: Poppy reported the Community Development Council and the Alderman are looking at the issue of the growing number of requests for digital outdoor signage (such as the one at Diversey and Clark.) These signs can be distracting, but are no doubt the wave of the future so guidelines are being discussed. The developer who purchased land near Wrigley Field has not yet appeared before the CDDC. The CDDC subcommittee and Alderman shared what they have learned.  A Hyatt Hotel (Hyatt Place) is looking to build a 9 story hotel (down from 22 stories). There is a plan for 148 condos, CVS, Best Buy and a few other retail stores. No new restaurant or bars are being proposed. The Dept. of Revenue made a presentation updating the community of the process for granting and reviewing liquor licenses.  A new ordinance became effect April 2007 known as the  “Deleterious Impact Public Nuisance” ordinance. The ordinance provides a process for the requesting establishment, community and the Department of Revenue to follow when reviewing the application for a liquor license.  The ordinance was designed to help resolve issues ahead of time including issues that maybe viewed as having a negative quality of life impact for surrounding residents. The ordinance provides alternative solutions to voting a precinct dry and that any establishment creating a “public nuisance” can now be a legal basis to revoke a liquor license. The Local Liquor Control Commission may call for a community meeting to resolve public nuisance complaints. Information about the ordinance can be found at www.cityofchicago.org/businessaffairs or call 312-744-OBIZ. A PDF of the ordinance will be posted on the CLVN Web site in the MY NEIGHBORHOOD section.  The Children’s Museum made a presentation on their proposed plans for Grant Park.  
Request by Uday Patel, Owner of the 7-11 at Sheffield and Diversey for a Liquor License: 

Mr. Patel made a presentation to request a liquor license for the store. The White Hen sold liquor and Mr. Patel is requesting the same type of license for his 7-11. Specifically, to sell hard liquor, beer and wine from 6:00 am –2:00 am Monday-Saturday and on Sunday from 11:00 am –2:00 am.  Patel told members that 7-11 has a strong policy to card potential purchasers of liquor to ensure they are legally able to make the purchase.  7-11 sends corporate personnel into stores to monitor employees and make sure they are carding.  All store employees will be trained onsite on underage drinking laws and the carding procedures for liquor purchases. A state of the art security monitoring is being installed on the premises that will videotape all POS. purchases.  Patel will be meeting with the current staff after the first of the year.  A member commented the man who works the midnight shift is very good and runs a tight ship at the store. Patel also agreed to assist Central Lake View Merchants in emptying the garbage cans in front of his store.  Patel will return to CLVN’s January meeting for a second presentation and a vote for recommendation to the Alderman by the CLVN membership.  

CTA Report:  Norb Tatro reported the CTA Brown Line project is ahead of schedule. All stations will have elevators. The Fullerton will also have escalators. Escalators cost are over $400,000 so very few stations will have both types of lifts. Diversey is scheduled to open in May or June. Wellington is slated to be closed after the Diversey station reopens.  The Wellington station is expected to take 588 days to complete.

Alderman’s Report: Mary Kate Rohan reported that the initiative to place address numbers on all garages in the ward is on hold to spring. The cold weather impacts the ability of the glue on the numbers to stick onto the buildings.   

Announcements: Marsalek made the following report. CLVN will be collecting non-perishable items of food at the January meeting. Items will be donated to the Lake View Pantry. CLVN traditionally has donated $200 to the Lake View Pantry in February and $50 to LVCC “Operation Mitten”. Mittens and gloves are purchased and donated to the police department to distribute to children in need when they encounter them on their patrols. She will be making a motion at the January meeting to approve these donations. CLVN will also be collecting items for Deborah’s Place, a female shelter for victims of domestic violence. They are looking for gloves, slippers, hygiene items and gift cards to Walgreens, Jewel/Osco and Target.  The Nominating Committee will be named in January and you can send an email to Marsalek if you want to serve on this committee. The By-Laws provides the Nominating Committee is named in January to secure a list of candidates for the March election of CLVN officers.    Marsalek will invite a utility company to speak at the January meeting. Sergeant Looney of the 19th District has been promoted to Lieutenant. Looney was very cooperative and helpful with police issues for CLVN. Marsalek make a motion which was seconded by John Riegler to write a letter congratulating and thanking Looney for his assistance with CLVN. The motion passed unanimously. Dr. Goldberg told the members about a movie profiling Streetwise venders including one of our Members, Chef Everett. The movie will be shown at the Park West on December 14, 2007 and will be seen on WTTW-Channel 11. 

Committee Reports: 

Planning and Zoning: Poppy reported she is continuing to work on the two open zoning items; 1114 W. Wellington the rezoning back to R3 from R4.5. This up zoning was allowed solely for the purpose of getting the property owners plans on file with the department of zoning. No new structure was being built. Marie is waiting to hear back from the Alderman’s office on the date.  Erie Brush on Fletcher has not signed a covenant as they previously agreed to do.  This agreement would allow them to continue to operate their business in a residential neighborhood.  Marie has asked the Alderman to speak with the owner of Erie Brush or his counsel, James Banks, to get the agreement executed by the owner.   1010 W. George is now in housing court. 

Old Business: Marsalek reported she wrote a letter to the Alderman notifying him of the vote of approval for parking under the CTA el tracks.  Marsalek will inquire to the Alderman’s office as to the status of the taxicab stand that was requested for Mad River several months ago. The stand is to be placed in front of Enterprise Rental Car on Sheffield. 

To respond to the request of a member in November regarding a discussion on up zoning the R3 area to R3.5  Diann and Marie gave a brief history of various zoning changes that have taken place within CLVN. Before CLVN as an organization takes any action there are steps to follow for those who may want to pursue the process.  CLVN has requested rezoning broad areas only twice. The first time included the interior streets on the west side of Sheffield (west of the alley) to R3 from R4 which came into effect in 2000, and the West side of Sheffield, and 1100 block of Diversey in 2006.  There were small areas of rezoning that included Barry Fletcher to R4.5 from R5 and the PD for Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital expansion. Each time the process was very thorough and took almost 2 years to complete. 

Relative to the current RS-3 zoning for a small area within the CLVN boundaries; this issue surfaced back in 1998 and 1999 when the community began continuously surfacing their concern of the loss of single family homes to three flats. While single family could be built under R4, developers were maximizing the land use, building 3-flats on single lots and 6-flats on combined lots.  Residents were very upset as to what was happening. Finally in May 2000 a 3 ½ by 6 ½ block (on the west side of Sheffield) was rezoned from R4 to R3.  In 2003 when the Alderman began developing the 44th Ward Master Development Plan he asked each community group in the ward to evaluate the zoning in their neighborhood. During that process, CLVN reconfirmed by membership vote the zoning for R3 stay in place. At that time the changes on Barry- Fletcher,- Sheffield, and Diversey were recommended.   With Aldermanic concurrence this information was submitted into the Ward Master Plan. It was posted on the web site for over 18 months prior to taking effect. (As a point of information R3 does exist in other neighborhoods that are adjacent to the CLVN R3 area, and other wards on the northside.)

As recently as August 2007, The Department on Planning and Zoning, met with the Community Development Council, and stated they were not looking to rezone any areas of the city. They felt that was addressed in the zoning code/ city re-mapping overhaul in 2004. Their focus was going to be on protecting backyards, parking, and “green building” requirements.  CLVN reviewed it again in 2006 when a sub-committee was formed and no interest in changing the zoning was the consensus.   

Before CLVN as an organization will consider action and discussion there will have to be a demonstrated interest on the part of homeowners within the area. 

Process for Requesting Zoning Re-districting

1. Individuals who are seeking/ proposing the redistricting zoning change need to begin by circulating a petition explaining why the change is being requested and to be able to show there is strong community interest from those homeowners who are impacted.  CLVN officers would need to see at least 200 signatures of property owners residing in the area that reflect a representative cross section of the impacted area.  (e.g. not just one or two streets). The petitions/signatures of the property owners should include the name of the owner(s), addresses and phone numbers. This is then presented to CLVN officers and moved forward as an agenda discussion item.   At this point a discussion can begin on the pros and cons of the requested zoning change. 

2. During the review process CLVN we will also schedule multiply meetings (public forums) that are in addition to our monthly meetings). This gives the community time to review and evaluate.  CLVN voting/ recommendation will not take place until the community input process is completed. In the past we have brought in representatives from the Zoning Department.

3. Once the public hearing process is completed and there is a consensus on the part of CLVN to recommend moving the zoning change forward then CLVN will work with the Alderman’s office.  The Alderman’s office prepares a mailing that is sent to each property owner(s) within the impacted area notifying them of the proposed changed. This will allow more time for constituents who are not CLVN members to comment. This is required since all property owners do not live in the area.

4. The next requirement is a public posting of the zoning change within the impacted area which allows for further community comment.

5. After all the above is completed and there is agreement for the change to occur, the Alderman then introduces the change to the Zoning Committee and City Council.
What is the difference between R3 and R3.5?

RS 3 allows only for detached single family homes even on a double lot.  According to Ch. 17-2 of the Zoning Code RS districts are to accommodate the development of detached houses where the land use pattern is predominately detached houses or where such a land use is a pattern desired for the future.  RS 3.5 allows for slightly larger single family home and 2 flats and on larger lots, townhouses and low density multi unit dwellings. The RS 3.5 was a new zoning category introduced in 2004.

New Business: 

A member inquired as to the process of getting speed bumps for the 1000 block of Oakdale. The member was informed that a petition must be circulated on the street and that about 70% of the residents are in favor. The petitions should be submitted to Denise in Alderman Tunney’s office. A representative from the Alderman’s office present at the meeting stated there is a long waiting list.  Also, snowplows have trouble on these streets as they must raise the plows during the winter. 

Adjournment:  A motion was made by John Riegler and seconded by Joe Ravelingeen to adjourn. The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The members had light refreshments and treats for the holiday. 
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On behalf of all the officers Marsalek wished the members a safe and healthy holiday season.

CAPS REPORT 19th District - Beat 1932 (boundary - Diversey to Belmont between Lincoln & Clark): 

The statistics were provided which showed a decrease in crime. The top crimes for our area were thefts from autos and burglary. Remove all valuables from your car and call 911 if you see suspicious people looking into your cars, Lock your homes, garages and cars. An individual notified the police that patrons leaving the Union bar on Fridays nights/early Saturday morning about 1:30 a.m.-2:00a.m. are very loud and congregating outside the bar. The police will look into   this. The police made an arrest due to someone calling 911 to complain a vehicle was blocking an alley. The driver of the vehicle in the alley was arrested for burglary. He had items in the car, credit cards in another person’s name and a check book in another person’s name. The individual was on parole for burglary when he was arrested. The moral to this story is call the police when things are out of the ordinary, you see suspicious person or cars/vans are in the alleys. The next CAPS meeting will be held on February 14th at 7:00 p.m. at Advocate Illinois Masonic Hospital, 836 W. Wellington, Clarke Auditorium, and 7th Floor.  CAPS 19th District phone number is 312-744-5574. ___________________________________________________________________

Questions about your membership? Know neighbors that want to join? Go to www.clvn.org to download a copy of our membership form or contact Diann Marsalek at marsalek@urbancom.net.
