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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, December 13, 2006


The meeting was called to order at 7PM by John Becvar, as Jim Ludwig was on vacation.  Approximately 30 residents were in attendance.  Everyone introduced themselves.
 

1. The first item for discussion was the issue of street flooding (Buckingham, Roscoe, Newport, and Cornelia). Tom LaPorte, Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Water Management for the City of Chicago was the guest speaker. Tom stated he had a genuine interest in resolving the problem as, in addition to being a member of the LVCC Board of Directors, he is also a Triangle neighbor and helped organize the Halloween Parade. 
a. Roscoe is the only block in the City that has "no parking" signs over the catch basins.
b. The dome approach (to stop the flow of leaves into the catch basins) is not a viable method due to the street cleaning machines and snow removal trucks.
c. Several unit owners from 815 W Buckingham, the low point on Buckingham, requested the same procedures being put into effect for Roscoe be done for Buckingham. Tom confirmed that the procedures would include Roscoe, Buckingham, Newport and Melrose. He also stated that grade/hydraulic studies need to be done for these blocks.
d. Tom gave out his card to individuals experiencing drainage problems and requested that they contact him directly with concerns.   Ideas discussed included:

i. Using a heavy vacuum on the catch basins every 2 to 3 weeks. This would be done in the middle of the night and may cause some noise.

ii. Installing French drains in the alley/parkways (basically a big hole in the ground not connected to the sewer system that could hold water capacity).  This can be coordinated through Alderman Tunney’s office.

iii. Purchasing 55-gallon barrels that could be placed on drain spouts to catch the water from building rooms (not contribute to the street).
iv. Cleaning the streets on non-rain days by hosing down parkways all the way from Clark to Halsted (and removing debris).
v. Adding additional street-cleaning days during the summer but also, extending the street cleaning beyond Nov 15th (the City can come out at special request).
vi. Providing temporary iron grate-covers that can be placed over the sewers when it starts to rain to catch debris.

2. Bennett Lawson – Community Liaison for Alderman Tunney’s office

a. A handout included the following reminder: all owners/ developers are responsible for snow removal. There is a fine for non-compliance. If you notice any buildings not practicing snow removal, please contact the Alderman’s office. 
b. Residential buildings heat requirements and overnight parking ban / snow related restrictions were also included in the handout.  (Attached at end of the minutes)

c. All questions directed to the Alderman can be done via email to: Ward44@cityofchicago.org or calling 773-525-6034. 
d. Bennett reconfirmed, during a discussion on city sticker/ 383-zone parking and the CUBS sticker, it is best to have all 3.   The Cubs decal is available for free.

e. A new liquor license ordinance was passed earlier that day and a copy of it can be found at the Alderman’s office. 
3. John Becvar – Vice President of Triangle Neighbors

a. Space Park/ Garden Park – We anticipate closing on the second lot (817 W Roscoe) in early January 2007. Then additional funding/ discussion will be necessary for landscaping, etc. 
b. Triangle’s next fundraiser will be the Second Annual Bachelor Auction in early February 2007.
4. Jennifer Dedes – Chicago Cubs 
a. The Chicago Cubs will match $0.50 on the dollar up for any contributions given to Space Park/ Garden Park effective immediately (up to a total donation of $10,000).
b. Cubs’ caravan will be out in January stopping at schools in the Lake View area.
c. The Neighborhood Protection 2006 report has been completed (on parking, safety issues, etc.).  For a copy, visit the Chicago Cub's website.  A meeting with the community is on Thursday, January 11, 2007 at 7PM at LeMoyne School to discuss the impact.

d. Over 7,000 people are now on www.cubs.com/neighbors . Neighbors are encouraged to join the mailing list to stay informed.
e. The Chicago Cubs would like to propose two concerts at Wrigley Field for July 6/ 7.  The artist is the Dave Matthews Band.  Both concerts will be night venues if approved.  For the Jimmy Buffet Concert in 2005, the Cubs donated $150,000 to Alderman Tunney to allocate to local schools.   

f. Construction is on hold due to rising costs. Current construction people may be seeing is the installation of individual bricks previously purchased as a fundraiser. Anyone interested in purchasing a brick at Wrigley Field can find information on the Cubs website.
5. John Becvar- Discussion on CAPS update on violent crime and the "taking back the street" issues.
6. Tim Collins, Developer for a Proposed Hotel at 3473-3475 N. Clark. 
a. Tim stated that in addition to being the owner of the Main Event (ticket brokerage) he is a Contractor, a developer, and a building manager. He apologized for not attending prior meetings but was awaiting resolution of parking issues for the hotel. As he has secured another property for parking (across Clark Street) and was now ready for the next step in the development of his hotel. There will be 28 to 35 parking spaces available.  
b. He is proposing a 12-unit boutique hotel with daily room rates from $150 to $250. The buildings will be architecturally preserved. He is requesting a change in zoning use to accommodate the hotel.   

c. There are plans for a European café on the 1st floor, adjacent to the lobby.  Tim is requesting a full incidental-use liquor license for both hotel guests and neighborhood business. There café would be approximately 1,000 sq. ft, with 500/ 600 on the first floor and the lower level would include meeting space.  Tom McKinty (Culinary Consulting) was on hand and passed out the proposed menu for the cafe. The menu is based on the European concept of a coffee house.  

d. The special use license to convert the property to hotel was unanimously approved.  
e. The discussion then turned to the liquor license request. Some Triangle neighbors felt that a café such as this would be a benefit.  Others noted there would be little impact to have one more bar on Clark.  Still others felt that once the liquor license was issued, in the event the cafe did not work out, the concept could change dramatically from what was being proposed and the liquor license could end up being used for a bar.  Examples of “Heaven on Seven” and other restaurants on Clark which have now been replaced with bars were given. The concern that Clark Street is becoming just a bar strip was voiced and that no further bars were needed on the street was discussed.   The discussion was tabled until the January 10, 2007 meeting without a vote on the liquor license request.
7. Announcements

a. John Becvar discussed New Years Day 5K walk.  This is a fundraiser for LVCC.

b. Everyone agreed we should move the meetings to “odd-numbered” months in 2007.  As such, the next meeting date is Wednesday, January, 10, 2007. 
c. The meeting was then adjourned at 8:30PM.

 

· 13-196-410 Residential buildings--Heat to be furnished. 

Every family unit or rooming unit to which heat is furnished from a heating plant used in common for the purpose of heating the various rooms of the dwelling shall be supplied with heat from September 15th of each year to June 1st of the succeeding year so that the occupants of a family unit or rooming unit may secure, without such undue restriction of ventilation as to interfere with proper sanitary conditions, a minimum temperature of 68 degrees at 8:30 a.m. and thereafter until 10:30 p.m. and 66 degrees at 10:30 p.m. and thereafter until 8:30 a.m. averaged throughout the family unit or rooming unit.

(Prior code § 78-39; Amend Coun. J. 2-25-88, p. 10733; Amend Coun. J. 3-9-05, p. 43526)

· 10-8-180 Snow and ice removal.

Every owner, lessee, tenant, occupant or other person having charge of any building or lot of ground in the city abutting upon any public way or public place shall remove the snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of such building or lot of ground. If the sidewalk is of greater width than five feet, it shall not be necessary for such person to remove snow and ice from the same for a space wider than five feet.

In case the snow and ice on the sidewalk shall be frozen so hard that it cannot be removed without injury to the pavement, the person having charge of any building or lot of ground as aforesaid shall, within the time specified, cause the sidewalk abutting on the said premises to be strewn with ashes, sand, sawdust, or some similar suitable material, and shall, as soon thereafter as the weather shall permit, thoroughly clean said sidewalk.

The snow which falls or accumulates during the day (excepting Sundays) before four p.m. shall be removed within three hours after the same has fallen or accumulated. The snow which falls or accumulates on Sunday or after four p.m. and during the night on other days shall be removed before ten a.m.

(Prior code § 36-19)

· 10-8-190  Liability for civil damages.

Any person who removes snow or ice from the public sidewalk or street, shall not, as a result of his acts or omissions in such removal, be liable for civil damages. This section does not apply to acts or omissions amounting to wilful or wanton misconduct in such snow or ice removal.

(Prior code § 36-20)

· Overnight Parking Ban & Snow Related Parking Restrictions 

Chicago's annual snow-related parking restrictions featuring an overnight parking ban and 2-inch snow restriction takes effect on Friday December 1st at 3am on a number of the city's most critical arterial streets.  The Winter overnight parking ban takes effect on about a dozen main priority routes (107 miles) from 3am - 7am between Dec. 1st and April 1st, regardless of snow. Motorists ignoring this posted seasonal tow zone face a minimum $150 towing fee in addition to a $50 ticket and an initial $10 daily storage fee. (none in the 44th Ward - but affects nearby Cannon Drive from Fullerton to Diversey).  A separate ban on parking exists on another 500 miles of main streets when there is at least two inches of snow on the street, no matter the time of day or the calendar date. Cars violating this ban can be ticketed and relocated nearby. (Halsted, Ashland, Diversey, Addison, Belmont, Irving Park and Sheridan).  Both of these seasonal restrictions are marked by signs that are permanently posted along the designated routes. 

· Savings with Smart Bulbs 

The City of Chicago, Northern Illinois Energy Project and the Midwest Energy Efficient Alliance have partnered to promote money saving compact flourescent light bulbs to Chicagoans. Stop in the 44th Ward office and pick up your free flourescent light bulb. First come, first serve until they run out.
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