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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, October 11, 2006


New Member Sign-up, Introductions, and Membership Renewals
The meeting began at 7PM with introductions.  A large contingency of Northwestern Students were present as attending the Triangle meeting was an assignment to prepare them for  reporting on neighborhood meetings for their upcoming Payday Publication. Jim Ludwig invited them to become members of Triangle (especially for the student residents of Lake View).  
TRIANGLE NEIGHBORS’ MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Joe Ader, John Becvar, Melferd & Janet Bose, Shelly & Blaze Correia, Jennifer Dedes, Dennis & Carol Douglas, John Ekholm, David Fucheon, Karen Grebenor, Sandra Klein, Mark Knight, Sharon Lynch, Jim Ludwig, Mark Masaracchia, Jack Meyer, Sumi Mukoyama, Erik Rasmussen, Bob Ruckstuhl, Derek Truesdale, Larissa Tyler, and Amy Votteler. 
 

Guest Speaker 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney then spoke:

There are 50 Alderman for 3 million Chicago residents. He is the Alderman of the 44th Ward which has 60,000 residents. The election is held every 4 years; the next one will be in Feb 2007. The 44th Ward is comprised of residents, businesses, and institutional members (primarily healthcare (Illinois Masonic Hospital/St. Joseph Hospital) and entertainment (Wrigley Field)). Alderman Tunney presented the 44th ward MASTER PLAN REPORT and explained this report has been a three year process that he worked with the 7 neighborhood associations to develop. Hard copies were present at the meeting and online version is available on the website at www.44thward.org. This report is being given to new residents and new business to the 44th ward.  It contains a core message /zoning rewrite/and the priority of green space for the public good (such as Space Park). The Mayor is especially interested in the affordable housing aspect (seniors, etc) and implementing it on a citywide basis. In addition, the zoning issue was discussed and the fact that this was the first update since 1957, now making Lake View the city model for zoning.

 

Mary Head inquired on what were the requirements for Ward Committeeman?  The position is currently held by Bernie Hansen; next elections for that position will be in 2008.  The position can be separate or combined with aldermanic responsibilities. It is considered a Team Effort. A Ward committeeman works with Central Committee and with prospective people interested in running for public office/ contribution aspect etc.

 

Jack Meyer inquired about the zoning aspects of Clark Street between Newport and Addison. There are 3 types of liquor licenses: package goods, tavern, and incidental (restaurant).   Recognizing that most of the establishments do not truly meet the restaurant definition Aldermen Tunney attempted to add "Pub License".  However, as it only applied to Wrigley Field area, the City did not approve it. Alderman Tunney will look into handling as a service bar solution. John Becvar suggested that as approval of the liquor licenses on Clark really impacts both Triangle and Hawthorn Neighbors that a joint meeting be held to discuss the ramifications of the fact that Clark Street now resembles Rush Street.

 

Bob Ruckstahl from Fremont St. requested an update on the LeMoyne School issue.  Alderman Tunney responded LeMoyne closed in May and reopened in September as Inter American Magnate School. It is a dual language school (Latino) – only one of 2 in the City. 30%/40% of the students is local residents. $7 million was spent on renovation to make it ADA compliant. 

Roscoe Street Sewer Project 

John Becvar presented the sewer/ water concerns of 800 W Roscoe Street.  No parking were installed on the south side of the street but had yet to be installed on the north side of the street.   Bennett Lawson indicated they would be installed shortly.  827-834 W. Roscoe is the lowest point on the street. The sewer will have 1.5 feet of water and has continually flooded for the last 3 years despite the Public Work Project to redo the sewers.  Residents from 815 Buckingham were also present and have had the same problem. In addition they cited no response from complaints to ‘311’ or the Alderman’s office. Most residents explained they cleaned the drains themselves; the street cleaning machines just compacted the garbage onto the drains. Residents have requested additional drains from Streets and Sanitation and were told it was not possible from an engineering perspective. Newport is also effected, especially the alley shared with Roscoe (this could be due to the fact that when the Public Works project was installed all existing alley drains were covered and no new drains were added.) Also discussed was that homes with back-flow valves did not experience flooding. 825 Roscoe cited their garden apartment experiences flooding through the drains in their apartment.   It was suggested a meeting be held with Tom Laporte, Spokesperson for Streets and Sanitation, and Greg Basil, who liaises with the 44th Ward, to address the sewer situation with the affected residents.     

 

Jim Ludwig requested if there would be any remaining large stones after the Belmont Harbor revetment work was completed if they could be made available for Space Park. Alderman Tunney explained that the 235 limestone rocks were probably going to be used as a wall but if there were any left, and if Triangle Neighbors covered the cost of transport, it could be a possibility. 

Halloween Parade Plans
Steve Bingham, Chicago Special Events Manager, discussed the 10th annual Halloween Parade to be held on Tues. Oct. 31.   Registration starts at 5:30PM at Spin.  Kick-off time will be at 7:30PM at the CTA turnaround on Belmont/Halsted. The theme of this year’s parade is "Freak Out" (a cross between disco and zombies).   Registration is free and there are categories for kids and pets (judged at 7:30PM) and adults and groups (judged at 9:30PM).
 

Halsted Police Task Force
Carolyn Kujawa, Chicago Police Sergeant and coordinator for the Halsted Street Task Force, explained a task force was formed several months ago in response to activity on Halsted. They are working with residents/ business owners to solve narcotic/prostitution concerns. They are also working with youth groups. Last Friday they had their first walk with residents/ dogs to show that the neighborhood was working with the Police Dept. All residents were invited to participate in the next walk to be held on Sat. Oct. 27 at midnight. Meet at the 7-Eleven on Halsted (bring your dog).  Walk will be up/down Halsted between Belmont/Addison. Halsted Street bar staffs (bouncers, etc) are being trained at Circuit in how to spot and better report incidences to the Police. Two foot patrol officers have been patrolling Halsted. Residents were requested to provide police with any criminal activity. Mary Head provided the Crime Statistics from the last CAPS meeting. 

Wrigley Field/Cubs Expansion Update 

Jennifer Dedes, Chicago Cubs neighborhood liaison, commented the season is over and the Bleacher renovation is complete.  All other Chicago Cubs construction projects (e.g. the Triangle building scheduled to be built on the west side of the stadium) are on hold due to cost overrun.  Additional information can be obtained at www.cubs.com/neighbors.   She mentioned there is a new, interim President (John McDunna) but no coach replacement was named. She discussed the September 2005 Jimmy Buffet concert and the possibility of new concert for 2007. (There was no concert in 2006 per neighborhood agreement).  The Chicago Cubs donated $150,000 to local schools as a result of the last concert.

 

Space Park Update
John Becvar, co-chair of the Space Park Committee, indicated we have raised $1 million to date.  Since the last meeting there were several events and he wanted to thank all the volunteers who helped up.  This past Saturday, a dozen people helped clean up the park – filling 3 dumpsters full of weeds from the two lots.  In September, over fifty people attended the Cubs Rooftop fundraiser.  Pictures from both events can be found online at www.lakeviewcitizens.org/triangle.asp.
 

Other

There was no new business.   The meeting adjourned at 8:45PM with next meeting to be held Wednesday, December 13, 2006 at 7PM at the LVCC Offices (867 W Buckingham). 
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