

Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, September 12, 2007

· CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS – Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  
· ATTENDEES: Jim Ludwig, John Becvar, Sharon Lynch, Mary Head, Greg Rohner, Jack Meyer, Bennett Lawson, Terie Kata, Grant DePorter, Jennifer Dedes, Chester Kropidlowski, Chris Pecket, Mike Roberts, and Tim Edem.
· APPROVAL OF MINUTES from July 11, 2007. A motion was made and carried for approval of the minutes.

· SPACE PARK - John Becvar updated everyone on Space Park (815-817 W Roscoe).  

· 16 truckloads of dirt were delivered /leveled.  The August rains caused a jungle effect in the park.  We will have two Space Park clean-up’s on Saturdays, Sept. 22 and Sept. 29.  Volunteers are needed from 11AM to 2PM for general clean up. Gloves will be provided and there is a discount available for participants who wish to purchase memorial bricks for Space Park. On Sept. 22 Young Chicago Lakefront (YCL) and the Bird Sanctuary have volunteered to participate.

· Halloween Parade-the 11th annual costume parade will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2007. The theme is "the Magic of Halloween" with the emphasis on dragons. Sponsorship of the parade was discussed (handouts were available) with the proceeds in excess of the parade costs to be used for Space Park. Alderman Tunney suggested that this might be an opportunity for volunteers to collect contributions from the crowd during the Halloween Parade. (This suggestion will go to the Halloween committee for further discussion including asking the Chicago Spirit Brigade.) 

· Alderman Tunney brought up concerns that the wall parameters for Space Park – if they were sufficient to allow a safe distance (guard rails, etc) for the memorial wall to prevent collisions with alley traffic. Jim Ludwig stated this had been taken into consideration.

· Jim Ludwig discussed a program available from Chicago Department of Environment / Greenscape/ Chicago Botanic, etc. that would allow Triangle for 3 different spaces to receive free perennials to be used for Space Park in the interim of landscaping (actual landscaping will cost $250,000 and these funds are not available at this time) A decision was made to use this program for Space Park, the south side of Roscoe and the North side of Roscoe.
· John Becvar reported Triangle Neighbors had applied for a $10,000 grant from the Cubs Care Foundation this summer and we will learn the outcome in early 2008.
· CHICAGO CUBS UPDATE – Jennifer Dedes reported.
· Discussion on what would happen in post-season upcoming games.  The Cubs have posted a tentative schedule but because they do not know who would have home advantage, the locations are undecided.  There should be 3 night games first week of Oct.  Any concerns, please go to www.cubs.com/neighbors.

· Last week, Wrigley Field held a charity game for Chicago Police vs. Chicago Fireman. The Chicago Police Department won and over 3,000 attended.
· On Sept. 25, 2007, a joint meeting with City of Chicago and the Chicago Cubs will be held as required by Ordinance on the Wrigley Neighborhood Protections. This is the same date as the Town Hall meeting being held at Center on Halsted (6- 8pm) with Senator Cullerton and Representative Feigenholtz.  Further discussions will be needed concerning combined meetings as same attendees would be attending both meetings.

· John Becvar indicated LVCC is drafting 10-question survey on Wrigley games/ concerts Neighborhood Protection and its effect on community. This will be sent out via email format to Triangle Tales addressees.

· LVCC REPORT by John Becvar
· There is an online petition requesting signatures to restore the level of police protection that has been reduced in the prior 3 to 4 years. Everyone was urged to get the word out and petition signed.
· Community Calendar- Discussion on upcoming:

· Space Park Clean up at 11AM on 9/22

· 9/25 Town Hall Meeting at Center on Halsted

· 9/29 Second Space Park Clean-up

· East Lakeview Neighbors Oktoberfest at Murphy’s Bleachers at 3PM on 9/30

· LVCC Evening on the Lake (Triangle has tickets available $75) on 10/2 at 7PM departing from Navy Pier

· Free Breast Screening Oct. 6, 2007 at Ill. Masonic hospital
· 10/31 Halloween Parade at 7PM (kickoff) at Belmont and Halsted

· CDDC Report, Zoning and Liquor License Requests
· August CDDC meeting focused on water drainage. CDDC minutes are available online at 44th Ward website. 

· Database being built regarding business located within 2 sq. blocks of Wrigley Field. 

· Harry Caray’s Restaurant – Grant DePorter presented his drawings for the exterior and interior of what will replace High Tops on Sheffield.  There was a question on outdoor seating and Grant indicated he would like to have some and maybe even use the roof-top down the road.  Alderman Tunney cited zoning concerns that would ripple to other businesses and stated community approval would be necessary first. 

· There was a discussion on business affected by new enforcement of old public usage laws. Alderman Tunney stated that City was currently looking into ways to make this more manageable by developing process currently being used in other cities (e.g. Pittsburgh).  Tunney stated that yearly approval is necessary for outdoor seating and canopies over the public way have a 3 year approval (due to wear/tear and necessary upkeep).  Jim Ludwig stated that it was becoming increasingly difficult to maintain business presence in Triangle due to daily visits by City services and increased fees.

· Brompton's Auto on Halsted – the owner was invited to the meeting but did not attend to address concerns.  Alderman Tunney confirmed no action would be taken on this property without the owner of Brompton’s presenting something in front of Triangle Neighbors.
· Brody’s on Clark - new owner has taken over Twisted Spoke location at Clark and Roscoe. He is from Nashville and was not in attendance at the meeting.   The Alderman indicated he would need to come to a neighborhood meeting before any new permits were issued.
· Chris Pecket, the current owner of Meritage, Fixture and The Ashland will be taking over old space IMPROV CAFÉ on Clark Street. He brought references from 2 Alderman (his restaurants are currently in Bucktown) and a Policeman. He would like to establish a pizza parlor and Southern Cuisine restaurant. He would require 2 incidental liquor licenses and 2 food licenses to proceed with his plans. He passed out his menus for his current restaurants and explained that his concept is more fine wine/ food over the bar scene that Wrigley usually attracts. A motion was made to support two incidental liquor license and two food service licenses.  The motion passed.

· 44th WARD REPORT - Alderman Tunney discussed the concerns about water drainage in Triangle (see below report-out). He also discussed upcoming work to be done on Newport (speed bumps to remain/ new lights with placards for Landmark status / street paving / re-grading, etc.)
Water Department Meeting: Wednesday September 12, 2007

· Present: Deputy Commissioner, Tommie Talley; Superintendent of Construction & Maintenance Brian McMahon; General Superintendent James McKenna; Supervising Engineer Moe Hajj; Construction Engineer Sid Osaka; Water Management Spokesman Tom Laporte; 44th Ward Streets & Sanitation Ward Superintendent: Greg Basil 

Actions Taken

1. All Sewers and Catch Basins bound by Halsted and Clark / Belmont to Cornelia have been inspected and cleaned

2. 800-900 W. Roscoe – 2 additional Catch Basins have been installed at approximately 832 and 833 Roscoe (at the lowest point of the street 329 feet west of west line of Halsted St. on North and South side of Roscoe

3. 800-900 Buckingham – 10 Catch Basins on block. Water Management feels there are sufficient Catch Basins on block. All CB are in proper working order. It has been recommended that CDOT repair and grade the Alley return. This item will be added to the 2008 Infrastructure Menu.

4. 800-840 Buckingham – complaints of standing water – Main sewer and structures in working order. Standing water is a result of poor grade. Water has referred issue to CDOT.

5. CB Cleaning Program – In general, City Wide, all sewers are cleaned every 5 years. The 44th Ward was done late 2003/early 2004.

6. 800-900 W. Newport – Street needs to be paved. Standing water at approximately 820 W. Newport and 800-840. Issued can be resolved by paving and grading of street. Will consider for 2008 Infrastructure Menu.

7. 800-840 W. Cornelia – Main sewer in working order. CB at 831 filled with debris. Sewer has been cleaned. CDOT needs to adjust street grade. Will forward issue to CDOT for investigation and resolution. 

8. 600-700 W. Melrose – Several Issues – CDOT grade issue on South Side of Street. Will continue to work with CDOT to resolve issue and have street paved. Underground driveways at 686,700,704 Melrose. Water Management will (again) check all sewers and catch basins on block to ensure in proper working order. Will also check to see if any additional catch basins are needed. At this point, Water feels there are sufficient CB on block. Water recommended legislation regarding underground / lower level driveways dictating owner responsibility for water management into driveway. It was suggested by Sid that perhaps separate drains and sump pump system be required for driveway sewers.

9. 703-711 W. Melrose – Poor grade – referred to CDOT – See #8

10. Water Management has committed to cleaning all Sewers bound by Halsted and Broadway / Belmont to Addison. Particular attention will be paid to Aldine, Melrose and Buckingham. A report will be prepared and forwarded to Alderman upon completion.

· Old Business / New Business – None

· The next Triangle Neighbor’s meeting will be Wednesday, November 14, 2007 at 7 p.m. in the LVCC Offices.  The Halloween Parade Committee will continue to meet every other Wednesday before then. The meeting adjourned.

 

Respectively submitted,

Sharon Lynch
Secretary
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