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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, September 9, 2009

· 7:00 PM MEETING CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
· Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  The minutes from the August 12, 2009 meeting were approved by voice vote.
· Attendees who signed in included: John Becvar, Max Bever, Shane Borkowsky, Peter Buol, Paul Cannella, Tim Collins, Jennifer Dedes Nowak, Carol Douglas, Dennis Douglas, Ryan Erickson, Stuart Goodman, Bernie Hanson, Kathleen Juckiness, Sandra Klein, Chester Kropidlowski, Jim Ludwig, Sharon Lynch, Stacy Lynch, Thomas Madgwick, Scott Miller, Dgustin Mungua, Matt Olson, Alex Pereczky, Bill Pritchard, Greg Rohner, Tony Sergen, Sande Skinner, Carol Sohl, Jeff Stark, Tom Tunney
· PASSING OF MARY HEAD (OF ROSCOE STREET)
· John Becvar informed everyone that Mary Head, Treasurer of Triangle Neighbors, passed away at the end of August.  Mary has been a long-time supporter of Triangle Neighbors and helped us purchase the two lots for Space Park.  She regularly participated in our safety walks and was extremely active in the neighborhood.  Along with her family, we will have a memorial service in her honor at Space Park on Sunday, September 13, 2009 at 2PM.  Food and refreshments will be provided.  John then asked for a moment of silence in her memory.
· John Becvar moved and Greg Rohner seconded appointing Sandra Klein to replace Mary Head as Treasurer.  Sandra is currently co-chair of the Halloween Parade and already actively involved in sponsorships and helping with invoicing.  During the discussion, Shane Borkowsky mentioned her husband, Matt Landler, was willing to volunteer as well.  The motion to appoint Sandra passed unanimously.

· John Becvar made a motion to appoint Matt Landler to a newly created position of 2nd Vice President.  The motion passed.

· SPACE PARK (815-817 W ROSCOE)
· Current landscaping was provided by Christy Webber who provided an excellent rate. At this time no official grand opening has been set. The bricks are being engraved at this time (10 at a time). Donations are still needed to complete the Park as we have run out of money.  The current cost is $750/brick.  Also, there are 3 or 4 pallets of unused bricks that anyone can have, however they must provide their own transportation.  Make us an offer.
· HALLOWEEN PARADE ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2009
· There will be a meeting immediately following tonight’s Triangle meeting and every Wednesday thereafter until Halloween to plan the 13th Annual Northalsted Halloween Parade.  The theme this year is “Mad Hatter’s Ball”. 
· John raised for discussion a suggestion that we consider moving the start time of the parade earlier in the day given this year’s parade is on a Saturday.  Pro’s and con’s were discussed including: impact on kids, impact on adults, expectations from prior years, impact of street closures.  

· John raised for discussion a suggestion that we consider moving the start of the parade to Roscoe/Halsted and creating an epicenter of activity at Roscoe/Halsted for kids and pets.  Pro’s and con’s were discussed including: length of parade route, ability to turn-around, barricades needed, ability of kids to march longer

· All were invited to attend the later meeting for further discussion.

· CHICAGO CUBS

· Jennifer Dedes-Nowak discussed the sale of the CUBS. As of 8/21/09 the CUBS have been sold to Tom Ricketts, who will become Chairman. There are additional legalities: filing for bankruptcy to clear the sale from Tribune creditors and approval by Major League Baseball. It is hoped to be completed by Mid October. The last CUBS home game will be Oct. 3, 2009. Wrigleyville Neighbors Day will be held 2nd weekend of Oct. All interested in attending need to sign up for CUBS newsletter at cubs.com/neighbors. 
· Chester Kropidlowski advised he had previously worked as a consultant with  the CUBS on street permits and that he would be making this available in the near future for neighbor input. He was making this available at this time due to upcoming street permit changes he had heard were about to happen.

· LVCC 
· LVCC is holding a seminar on foreclosures at the Lincoln-Belmont Library on Sept. 21, 09 to assist with foreclosures and to avoid refinance scams. In attendance will be Judges, Attorneys and others to assist.

· Children’s Safety Program at Hawthorne School on Sept. 26, 2009 at 12 to 3pm. Items for discussion will be internet security and fingerprinting of children for safety precautions.

· ELVN Oktoberfest at Murphy’s Bleachers (Sheffield) on Sunday Sept. 27, 2009 from 3pm to 7pm. Cost is $20 for beer/ wine/ brats, etc.

· Jewel Shop ‘n Share next Monday thru Wednesday (Sept 14-16, 2009). Please go the LVCC website and print out slip to be given to Jewel who will then give a % of your purchase to LVCC.

· 44th WARD UPDATES – 
· Max Bever provided updates (Alderman Tunney was also in attendance).  The City Council voted in favor of the supporting 2016 Olympics 49 to 0.

· Safety- Last CAPS meeting was well attended. The Take Back the Street walk was a success with 3 arrests made. The 2AM walk was better attended then the midnight walk.  A new date for another Take Back the Street walk has not been set at this time. The Bus shelter located by Dunkin Donuts is being moved to a windier intersection at 420 E. Belmont.  2331 CAPS meetings are now held the first Wednesday of every month (previously every other month ) For those interested they can also join Facebook’s Lakeview 911 (there are currently over 800 members in this group).
· Carole from LVCC described her recent experience with gang problems at Hamlin Park and the success that was achieved by neighbor involvement and continued calling to the Police. She suggested that when a neighbor sees something they not hesitate to call 911. Thru these efforts the Gang Unit got involved and resolved this issue.

· Chester, East Lakeview stated he had been learned of a recent pedestrian- crossing sting.  It was mentioned that there also was a Police sting held at Cornelia and Halsted. Bicycles should also be aware they must follow the rules of the road.

· Alderman Tunney discussed the streetlight changes coming to Buckingham and Roscoe. Cost of the hi/lo streetlights is $100,000 per block but are of great assistance with the additional lighting/ safety concerns.

· Alderman Tunney stated that he has been in discussions with the District Police Chief requesting he participate in a late night ride in Wrigleyville (after midnight) to see the concerns we face.  The request is to make a special police district similar to Rush Street area.

· ZONING -  Wrigleyville Hotel, Tim Collins. 3469-3475 N Clark, Chicago, IL 60657
· Bernie Hansen, prior Alderman and Committeeman stated the project Tim Collins was working on had his full support and it actually included his childhood home of 3475 N Clark. 

· Tim was requesting another zoning change in addition to the one previously granted. These properties were previously zoned B3-2 and Tim was previously granted a B3-3 zoning.  He is now asking to go to B3-5 for both properties.  He stated that he did not need to go the full height that a B3-5 would allow (80’) and that he would be willing to add contractual stipulations to his request to limit the height to not exceed 65’. Tim Collins stated the hotel room sizes will be 300-400 sq. ft.  In total, he wants to go from 18 hotel units to 42 rooms and from 3 stories to 4 stories. Due to land configurations there will be no setbacks/ widening of sidewalks to ease with density factors. 

· John Becvar requested update on status of Clark/ Addison property of Alderman Tunney stating we need to consider the precedents and understand the other things that are happening in this area.  Alderman Tunney responded currently they are still seeking neighborhood support. The Clark/Addison property is currently zoned B3-3 and they also will be seeking approval for upgrade to a B3-5 zoning equivalent as part of their Planned Development.

· People asked about security and Tim responded there will be 16 cameras. 

· People asked about the plans for the rooftop and Tim responded he planned to have events open till 10 on weeknights, 12 on weekends.  Alderman Tunney reminded Tim that a special use permit for the rooftop would be required and that was not being requested of the neighborhood at this time so he should hold off on making any commitments to the use of the roofdeck until getting appropriate approvals.
· People asked about the commercial usage of first floor of the property.  Time responded due to economic climate difficult to get restaurant tenant and he has no signed leases or commitments at this time. Tim would like to use rooftop for weddings, events etc.

· People asked about the timetable involved noting this has been dragging on for several years already and Tim stated there is urgency with the banks.

· Greg Rohner objected to the idea that balconies (e.g. anything with a door) be allowed as over the public way as shown in the drawings.  Tim stated there were no balconies. However, Greg noted that there were doors that opened on to the street thus making these balconies.

· Alderman Tunney made the point that this project had lagged over a long timeframe and that currently an established neighborhood restaurant, Matsuya, was going to be closed for this project. He stated that it was having a negative aspect on the community. (Project began in 2005.)  The Alderman suggested Tim Collins find an experienced Hotel Operator to work on this project to ensure its success.

· Shane Borkowsky stated Tim Collins answers appeared vague and that he only attended our meetings when he wanted something from us. The last meeting Tim attended was for a liquor license. (He was granted the license as at that time he had a tenant for the restaurant portion). 

· Alderman Tunney strongly advised Tim to be more prepared and involve professionals in running his business.  He stated he was hearing the neighborhood supported the idea as long as it was a first-class development but what was being presented was not buttoned up as it needed to be.   

· A vote was taken and the motion passed with several ‘neas’ as follows: Motion to support the temporary upgrade of property located at 3469-3475 N. Clark from a B3-2 and B3-3 zoning to B3-5 with the following restrictive convenants: Height not to exceed 65ft.; no balconies or public access over public way; F.A.R. (floor area ratio) not to exceed 3.4; and that Tim Collins attend meetings until property complete and obtain neighborhood approval before any special use/liquor permits are issued.  

· NEXT MEETING – Wednesday, November 11th at 7PM at Roscoe’s Dance Floor.  
· MEETING ADJOURNED - The meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Lynch

Secretary Triangle Neighbors
1

[image: image1.png]