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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, Aug 12, 2009

· 7:00 PM MEETING CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
· John Becvar called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the June elections were approved.
· Attendees who signed in included: Luay Aboona, John Becvar, Max Bever, Paul Cannella, Rick Cummings, John Dalton, Jennifer Dedes Nowak, Carol Douglas, Dan Dvorkin, Ryan Erickson, Sid Foster, Stuart Goodman, Mary Head, Mary Ann Karales, Annalena Klein, Sandra Klein, Rich Kosmacher, Chester Kropidlowski, Matt Landler, Jim Ludwig, Sharon Lynch, Bob Lynn, Scott Miller, Michele Monsour, Lindsay Mosher, Bill Patrun, Alex Pereczky, Greg Rohner, Tony Rossi, Bridget Schreiber, Amy Scherman, Carol Sohl, James Yoo, Stu Zirin,
· Introductions: we were joined by James Yoo, Congressional Aide from Mike Quigley's office. Cards were made available and concerns / comments can be directed to james.yoo@mail.house.gov.

· Space Park – John Becvar. Check out all the plants in the park! Join us this Saturday (8/15) from 11a.m. to 2p.m. to help with planting and mulching. Also, a reminder that bricks continue to be made available for the additional needs of the park (lighting, park benches, etc.) and we need your help because we are out of money.
· I-GO Car Sharing- Richard Kosmacher. This not-for-profit organization has 8 locations within walking distance of our meeting. In total, thru out the city of Chicago there are over 30 locations. The average cost of I-GO cars is between $8.50 and $10.00 hourly. The fleet is environmentally friendly with 50% of the cars hybrids (they also have 2 hybrid plug in's).  A shared card is available that can be used by the CTA, PACE and I-GO. There is a special rate available for Triangle Members (enter TRIANGLE25). Additional information can be found at IGOCARS.org. 

· Chicago Cubs - Jennifer Dedes-Nowak . Requested feedback from the 3 recent concerts held at Wrigley Field. John Becvar commented that the Rascal Flatt’s Saturday night concert seemed to be louder than the other 2 nights with Elton John / Billy Joel. Matt Landler commented on limo's idling on side streets and parking concerns.  Chester Kropidlowski commented little notice was given that Sheffield would be closed all week. Jennifer stated that additional information can be found by signing up for the CUBS newsletter at cubs.com/ neighbors.  Rachel Ray will be hosting a block party on Friday Aug. 21, 09 during the day that will close Sheffield from Addison to Waveland. She will be filming her cooking show and highlighting our neighborhood. The CUBS food drive to benefit Lakeview Pantry will be held on Aug. 30, 09. If you donate 10 items you will receive an autographed CUBS picture.

· LVCC – Carol Sohl – LVCC Music Fest to be held August 22 and August 23, 09. The music selection will be diverse, posters were displayed and members requested to distribute posters thru out neighborhood. Volunteers are needed for the Triangle Beer Tent from 6pm to 8pm (all tips go to Triangle Neighbors) The fest will be held from 12N to 10PM each day and is located at Sheffield (1000W) to Waveland to Addison (3600N). Seminar on Mortgage foreclosure will be held on Sept. 22, 09 at the Lincoln Belmont Library.

· Halloween Parade - Sandra Klein. Halloween will be on Saturday this year. The theme will be Mad Hatter’s Ball. Volunteers coordinating the activities for kids were introduced. Poster displayed. This year Space Park will be featured as a filming with the children and transformed into a fantasy world.

· Zoning- Clark/Addison Planned Development proposal (information can be found thru addisonparkclark.com website or accessed thru the 44thward.org and LVCC websites. Changes to prior plans were explained and pictures displayed. The biggest changes are that parking is now underground (and 100 spaces have been eliminated), there is 30,000 less retail space and 5 less living spaces. However, the overall height has been lowered (depending on the location, one to two floors have been eliminated.) The question of when the project would be approved was discussed. It was explained that the benefit to the community of a planned development project was the amount of approvals needed within the City Government (once the actual plans have been submitted) the permit review process etc. They hope to submit in September with a possible approval date of 5 months later. No developer has yet been hired.
· Alderman’s Report – Max Bever - 8/14 Community March to Take Back Halsted - all are invited to participate, a common color (blue) to show solidarity was suggested, the event will begin at midnight at 7/11 and again at 2A.M.  Stu from Mini Bar discussed the CAPS meeting held last Wednesday at Nookie’s. There were 200 in attendance and a suggestion was implemented to create a Facebook page (LAKEVIEW911). He suggested that the Center on Halsted have concerned peoples participate in the walk to show unity with the neighborhood.  The Center on Halsted was represented by Ryan Erickson, who is now handling Community outreach. The Center on Halsted has its own private security and closes at 10 p.m. due to funding issues. Alderman Tunney has met with Jody Weiss to address Lakeview issues. It should be noted that violent crime is down this year but property crime has risen.  All parties agreed that to achieve taking back our neighborhood more community involvement was needed by the residents. If anyone needs property tax assistance they should contact the Alderman’s office. A discussion followed concerning the property tax forum. John Becvar attended and stated that you have up to 30 days from receipt of your taxes to file an appeal and that the cost to file an appeal was zero.  Max introduced Mr. Sougata as the new contact for Water/ Street Sanitation issues in the Alderman’s office.  Chester (East Lakeview Neighbors) requested that the Alderman’s office be more proactive in informing neighbors for upcoming street closures (no notice was given for Rachel Ray or the concert closures). Max apologized and stated that in the future they would make an effort for proper notification. 

· Announcements -


· Aug 22 is CLMA Rhythm of the Night Show at Brixen Ivy Theater

· Sept. 27 would be East Lakeview's Octoberfest at Murphy’s Bleachers.
· Next Meeting – Wednesday, September 9th at 7PM at Roscoe’s.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.
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