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Triangle Neighbors Meeting

Wednesday, August 9, 2006

LVCC Offices – 867 W Buckingham Lower Level

Attendees: John Becvar, Jennifer Dedes, Dennis & Carol Douglas, Cassie Hart, Sandra Klein, Mark Knight, Mark Masaracchia, Jim Ludwig, Erik Rasmussen, and Jeff Stark

Excused: Mary Head, Sharon Lynch

Call To Order

Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order at 7:10PM and everyone introduced themselves.  John Becvar volunteered to scribe in Sharon’s absence.
Alderman’s Report

Jim reported that Bennett Lawson was unable to attend tonight but had sent a written report in advance.   

The first thing Bennett asked was that Triangle Neighbors provide feedback on this past weekend’s Market Days.

· Dennis Douglas commented that having Market Days on the same weekend as a Chicago Cubs game was problematic.  Jim Ludwig explained because the Cubs can only block two weekends per year, one slot went to the Gay Games Closing Ceremony and the other to the Gay Pride Parade.

· Several commented that the weekend had other events that drew people and police resources, including but not limited to Lalapallooza, Tall Ships, the relatively recent Gay Games, etc.

· Everyone echoed that people were well behaved at Market Days and it was very peaceful.   Many commented the noise levels dissipated quickly in residential streets.

· Sandra Klein motioned and John Becvar seconded that NAMA, the sponsor of Market Days, be approached to donate $25,000 to our efforts to acquire the second lot of Space Park because the neighbors supported the event in the neighborhood and should share in the proceeds.   The motion was approved by voice.

· Jim reported there were some complaints from 3232 N Halsted on the set-up and break-down.   Mark confirmed the noise levels on Friday night setting up after 10PM was quite loud.

Bennett also wrote that he’ll put $10 on “red” on behalf of Triangle Neighbors and let it ride.

The next update was on the Roscoe Street saga.   Tom LaPorte has indicated domed sewer grates will be installed on the sewers at 830-836 W Roscoe on both sides of the street.   John Becvar explained the background and commented the neighbors in the vicinity have already approved removal of parking around the sewer.   John Becvar also reported Triangle has received positive comments from many neighbors about the recently installed speed humps on Roscoe.   

Bennett confirmed the Triangle Neighbors’ Halloween Parade has received its permit.   

· Jim Ludwig and John Becvar shared the details that the Parade would begin at 7PM from Belmont and Halsted and march north on Halsted to approximately Cornelia.  (Halsted Street would be closed from 6:30PM – 9PM.)   

· Like last year, we will have categories for pets, kids, adults, drag, and groups with prizes awarded from parade sponsors.   

· Sandra Klein motioned and Dennis Douglas seconded that all the net proceeds from the parade go to the efforts for the Park.  The motion was approved by voice.

Jim Ludwig inquired if there was any feedback on the LVCC Music Fest held in early July on Sheffield.  No comments were received.

Chicago Cubs (update from Jennifer Dedes)
Jennifer first wanted to share with everyone that although there was no concert at Wrigley this year, as noted last year, the Chicago Cubs are considering their options for 2007.   It is likely the Cubs will come back to the neighborhood with a proposal.  Care will be taken to make sure the performer and the timing of the concert(s) are appropriate for the neighborhood.
Jennifer also shared the triangle-shaped building to be built on Clark Street next to Wrigley Field is currently on a construction hold.  Construction was to begin this October but will not likely happen until sometime next year.

Upcoming Neighborhood Events (update from John Becvar)

Chicago Cubs Rooftop Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, September 2, 2006 at 1:20PM (Cubs versus San Francisco).  Tickets are $100 apiece and all proceeds will be donated to the efforts for the park.  The price includes admission and all the food and drink you want (a flyer was distributed).   If you are interested in attending, please email triangle@lakeviewcitizens.org.

LVCC will hold a neighborhood social free wine tasting on Thursday, August 24, 2006 at Minibar on Halsted.  Minibar has been a supporter of Triangle Neighbors and sponsored our bachelor auction.   Jim Ludwig shared that Minibar is currently looking to expand to the adjacent building and this topic is up for review at Belmont Harbor Neighbor’s (BHN) meeting.

LVCC will hold “An Evening on the Lake” on Thursday, October 5, 2006.   This event will replace the “Evening at Wrigley Field” fundraiser LVCC has traditionally held.  Tickets are currently on sale for the luxury ship and include food and drink.  There will be a jazz quartet and we are currently looking at a celebrity guest host.   For details, visit www.lakeviewcitizens.org.

ELVN (East Lake View Neighbors) will be holding their Oktoberfest fundraiser in September.   Proceeds from their event benefit various local causes.

CAPS (no CAPS community representative was present)
CAPS meetings are held every other month at Nookies (Halsted / Buckingham).

Jim Ludwig shared his experience of one Saturday night in the neighborhood.

· There has been a problem of a roaming pack of youths who do not live in the neighborhood.

· There have also been complaints about the lack of lighting on Aldine Street (between Halsted and Clark) that there may possibly be prostitution and/or drug dealing there.  Alderman Tunney is considering installing secondary lighting on Aldine using 2007 budget dollars.

· Several commented about tagging and vandalism in the neighborhood.

· Jim Ludwig reminded everyone to call ‘911’ and indicated he is working with Arnold Davis, the president of BHN, to address the situation on Halsted.

· Mark Knight indicated Lakeview Action Coalition (LAC) has taken the opposite position and has been defending the rights of the youth to be in the neighborhood.  Sandra Klein motioned and Mark Knight seconded that we ask a representative from LAC to come to our October meeting to speak on what LAC is doing to address the issue.   The motion was approved by voice.

· Dennis Douglas moved and John Becvar seconded that Triangle Neighbors send a letter to Alderman Tunney and the 23rd District Police Commander indicating our concern about the situation.  The motion was approved by voice.


Space Park Update

Jim Ludwig distributed an article that appeared in Skyline on June 15, 2006.   He added our current estimate is that we need an additional $269,000 to acquire the second lot when you consider the cash on hand and the pledges we have received to date.   Jim reported we signed an agreement with the current property owner to extend the option to purchase the 817 W Roscoe lot to the end of the year.

Jim reported the fundraiser following the closing ceremony of the Gay Games was a success.  Assuming the sponsorship checks arrive as pledged, the event will have generated over $20,000 for the park.

Jim then commented on the Real Estate Industry event held at Johnny O’Hagan’s.  Jim thanked the Alderman for his support in putting the event together.   Over 300 individuals were invited by a letter co-signed by Jim Ludwig and Alderman Tunney.   We were hoping to raise $100,000 but only raised $13,000 so far.  Many contacts were made that we will definitely follow-up on.

Jim indicated he is pursuing a meeting with one of the chief aides of Mayor Daley.   In related news, Alderman Tunney purchased a lot in ELVN that will be turned into a park.  Also, there is talk about another Golf Outing fundraiser before the year’s end.   Jennifer Dedes asked Triangle Neighbors send her information on sponsoring the Halloween Parade.
Old Business – None

New Business – None

Announcements – The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 11, 2006.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05PM.
Triangle Neighbor Minutes 080906

1 of 3


