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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, July 11, 2007

· CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS – Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  Approximately 30+ people from the neighborhood were in attendance in addition to the CAPS officers.  Jim introduced the CAPS 2331 Beat team.
· ATTENDEES: Jim Ludwig, John Becvar, Larissa Tyler, Richard Dayhoff, Sandra Klein, Rick Cummings, Don Strzepek, Al Livingstone, Sheila Burt, Jeff Stark, Adam Gibson Donohoe, Greg Rohner, Erik Rasmussen, Shane Landler, Tim Wess, Mary Head, Nicole Donohoe, Michael Sciarabba, Jen Shakeshaft, Tom Shakeshaft, Neill Mansfield, Jack Meyer, Stan Panteli, Patrick Maloney, Bennett Lawson, Jan Rector, David Winner, John Dalton, Stu Zirin, Terie Kata, Mark Thomas, Jill Chamberlain, Irma Perez.

· CAPS MEETING (7:05 – 8:05PM)

· An announcement was made regarding Friday, July 13th “Walk the Beat” with the Halsted Street Taskforce.   Residents and police officers will meet at 11PM at the 7-Eleven parking lot at Halsted and Roscoe.   In addition to identifying issues of crime, the police will report any “city service” issues (pot holes, broken street lights, graffiti, etc.).   Following roll call, the group will be dispersed throughout the neighborhood.

· A report was distributed on the number of incidents of crime for the last two months (May 3, 2007 – July 10, 2007) compared to the prior period.  Theft increased from 36 to 70 (+94%); Battery increased from 15 to 50 (+233%); Criminal damage from 16 to 20 (+25%); Motor vehicle theft went from 1 to 14 (+1400%).   Residents inquired why this was happening.

· Stu Zirin (from Winebar/Minibar) reported on a video he shot that is available on YouTube showing the problems on Halsted from 11PM to 4AM and announced he would be bringing to NAMA the idea to hire four private security officers (un-armed) that would work three days a week during the night.

· Everyone discussed the increase in crime.  One resident commented on the increase in prostitution.  Don Strzepek reported a call to ‘911’ regarding a group of ‘gypsies’ playing music at 2AM in the 7-Eleven parking lot.  Greg Rohner reported how he called ‘911’ and when the officer arrived, he dismissed witnesses and told them to mind their own business.

· When asked for recommendations, the group strongly recommended joint coordination between the two closest 19th district beats (1921 and 1932) with 2331.   Residents and businesses commented the officers simply were sweeping people from one area to another and not necessarily moving them out of the greater Lakeview neighborhood.  

· David Winner, President of LVCC, indicated he has been in contact with the Commander and has asked for 19/23 district joint coordination.

· The discussion then turned to police cameras.  Mark Thomas, the owner of the Alley (on Clark Street), pointed out since the camera was installed on the corner of Belmont/Sheffield, crime in that area has decreased.   Bennett Lawson from Alderman Tunney’s office commented cameras have been also installed near Wrigley Field (for the purpose of Cubs’ games) and on Belmont/Broadway.  Bennett indicated NAMA was concerned about putting cameras on Halsted because patrons of GLBT establishments may be concerned over protection of their privacy.   John Becvar asked for a show of hands on how the 30 people in the room felt on the topic and 100% of the attendees raised their hands in support of additional cameras, including on Halsted Street.

· Jim Ludwig concluded by asking should we be waiting two months between CAPS meeting.  Everyone asked for a meeting in August and signed a petition to that effect.

· TRIANGLE INTRODUCTIONS – Following the CAPS meeting, Jim introduced himself again and everyone around the room did the same.

· CHICAGO CUBS
· Jill Chamberlain from the Chicago Cubs was present to report on the Police concerts that took place on July 5 and July 6th.   Jim Ludwig asked for comments on what people thought.  Patrick Maloney mentioned that leaving the stadium at the end of the concert, they would not let people use the ‘port-a-potties’; they simply wanted people to leave the stadium and that was a problem for people who had no place to go.   John Becvar commented the exiting from the stadium took a long time and had there been an emergency, it could have been a bad situation.   Another resident commented he was surprised people were not searched going into the stadium; some discussion revealed the searches were inconsistently applied depending on what gate entrance was used.  Many people were pleased with the concert.  John Becvar moved and Jeff Stark seconded we enter into a multi-year agreement with the Cubs regarding additional concerts.  During the discussion period, people questioned how this would impact future owners of the Cubs.  Jill reported the Cubs are still entering into multi-year deals despite the likely change in ownership.   The motion carried.

· Jill and John Becvar then discussed the upcoming “An Evening at Wrigley” that will be held on Friday, July 27th.   People will be able to play on the field, enjoy complimentary ball park fare, and participate in a silent auction for prizes including throwing out the first pitch to an August baseball game.   Tickets can be purchased online at www.lakeviewcitizens.org/wrigley.asp or by visiting the LVCC office.  The proceeds are being split between Chicago Cubs Charities and LVCC.
· SPACE PARK 
· John Becvar thanked Neill Mansfield for his work in securing the new top soil and grading the park.   John passed around a poster of the brick pavers and pattern we’ve chosen for those who did not see it at this past weekend’s Lakeview Garden Walk.  

· Jim Ludwig reported that earlier in the day he was talking to the owner of the building in which LVCC is located.   Gibson’s architect is currently drawing up the necessary paperwork to pour the brick wall foundation and will donate the resources to make that happen.  Jim is pursuing the donation of the entire brick-portion of the wall itself.
· John Becvar reported on the problems we have been having with the existing chain-link fence.  Two main concerns are that the fence gets knocked over repeatedly and pushed into the property and second, a large number of city garbage cans are being placed by residents adjacent to the park fence instead of keeping them on their own property.   Bennett Lawson agreed to have Greg Basil talk to the owners of the garbage cans.

· 44th WARD UPDATE
· Bennett Lawson reported on the taxi stand (four car lengths) on Sheffield, south of Addison.  The taxi stand was installed at the beginning of the 2007 season and initially was well received.  The problem is the cabs are not using the stand and it is taking away parking spots for residents.  Residents have also been ticketed because of some sign confusion.   Bennett indicated they were planning on reducing the size of the stand in half.  John Becvar motioned and Adam Donohoe seconded to eliminate the taxi stand on Sheffield altogether.  During the discussion period, Tim Webb, the representative from Hi-Tops, reported he has rarely seen it used.  The motion carried unanimously.
· Bennett then reported on the request to increase street cleaning on Roscoe/Buckingham due to sewer’s being blocked.  John Becvar complained cars are not being towed on street cleaning days and Bennett responded it is not practice to do such despite the signs.  Jim Ludwig reported under Alderman Hansen, 16 cars were towed in one street cleaning so there is precedent.  Bennett is investigating this possibility for Roscoe/Buckingham.   He then discussed the “100-year” storm earlier in the month and said the City is designed to handle “20-year” storms and how the “Deep Tunnel” was used.  Jim Ludwig suggested we have a community visit to tour the “Deep Tunnel” and learn more about how it works.

· LICENSING AND ZONING REQUESTS 
· Greg Rohner reported as the new CDDC representative from Triangle Neighbors he started to attend the CDDC meetings.  At the last meeting, they distributed a “44th Ward Developer Check-list” (which was circulated at the meeting) and a listing of the new art sculptures in the ward.  

· People questioned when the Cubs’ Triangle building would be built.   Bennett Lawson reported the Cubs were one-year behind schedule according to the Planned Development and that possible leverage was to force them to remove the extra bleacher seating.  A suggestion was made not to remove the seating but force them to pay a fine to the neighborhood in the amount of the incremental revenue for the bleacher seats for every day they are behind schedule.
· UPCOMING EVENTS – John Becvar provided a calendar of upcoming events and announced there would be an email to recruit volunteers to help us plan the Halloween Parade.  The complete schedule of Lake View events can be found online at www.lakeviewcitizens.org.   

· NEXT MEETING – As noted earlier, we have asked for a special CAPS 2331 meeting in early office.  LVCC volunteered to host the meeting.  Stay tuned to the Triangle Tales for meeting date and time.  The next Triangle Neighbors’ meeting will be Wednesday, September 12, 2007 at the LVCC Offices and will focus on the upcoming Halloween parade. 
· The meeting adjourned at 9:05PM.

Respectively submitted,

John Becvar

Vice President
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