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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, May 9, 2007

· CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS – John Becvar called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  Approximately 30 people from the neighborhood were in attendance.  Everyone introduced themselves.  John Becvar reminded everyone to join Triangle Neighbors formally if they haven’t already.  Due paying members receive a complimentary subscription to TimeOut: Chicago.   
· ATTENDEES:  Megan Anderson, Jean Beatty, John Becvar, Jesse Boyle, Sheila Burt, Tim Collins, Rick Cummings, Jennifer Dedes, Jon Donnelly, Dennis Douglas, Marisa Gora, Ronan Heaney, Mickey & Jo Hornick, Terie Kata, Sandra Klein, Bennett Lawson, Jim Ludwig, Sharon Lynch, Neill Mansfield, Margaret Meiser, Jack Meyer, Thomas Murphy, Mike Quigley, Eric Rasmussen, Greg Rohner.
· SPACE PARK 
· Jim Ludwig introduced Mike Quigley, Cook County Commissioner.  Mike discussed the availability of Chicago Botanical Garden for assistance with community gardening projects. Chicago Botanical Garden is currently involved with assisting the Cambodian community with creating their gardens. Tonight’s Fox (Channel 32) will the feature Chicago Botanical Gardens efforts.  

· John Becvar talked about the Annual Clean and Green this past weekend.  Triangle Neighbors cleaned up Space Park (815-817 W Roscoe).  The event was a huge success with lots of volunteers.  We were featured on the front page of Booster newspaper.  John thanked Patch Landscaping who volunteered their services with three truck loads of workers. The purpose of Space Park is not for pets or children, but rather as a community garden. There will be a separate committee that will determine the right landscape company for the job but at this time the following information was provided to the meeting and input from Triangle was requested.
· Marisa Gora, from Kemora Landscape Designs, presented their concept for the park. It included a garage feature that in addition to storage might be used for park functions. The recognition bricks would meander rather then be on a wall, possibility included planters/ or on floor (such as the Cubs used.)  There would be 3 varied height levels.
· Megan, from Patch Landscaping, indicated just received the RFP and is still working on their presentation.  

· John Becvar mentioned we need to make sure the park is ADA accessible.  He explained the park would have to have the ability to be locked at night.  Also, there are six street lights surrounding the park so any lighting we add would be ornamental.

· Clarence Davis & Company - Currently responsible for planters on Halsted. Their presentation included that the perimeter would be wrought iron with black pillars (in keeping with the neighborhood decor).  A path that would meander through separate spaces. It would include an open arbor/ tables/ benches/ sculpture.  It would have only one entrance. Concern was raised by Jack Meyer that it would not be seasonal. It was stated that standard practice was to only include 20% evergreens so as not to make it "too seasonal." 

 

· TNA ANNUAL ELECTIONS - Jim Ludwig presented the declared candidates and asked if there were any other nominees.  No other nominees presented them self.  Jim Becvar moved and Sandra Klein seconded the slate of candidates. Jim Ludwig, President / John Becvar, Vice President / Sharon Lynch, Secretary / Mary Head, Treasurer.   The motion carried unanimously by voice.   Jim then asked for volunteers for CDDC and LVCC.   Greg Rohner and Neill Mansfield indicated they would serve as Triangle’s representatives to CDDC.   Tim Collins volunteered to be Triangle’s representative to LVCC.  
· LICENSING AND ZONING REQUESTS -  

· Tim Collins indicated his zoning requests were not approved by Alderman Tunney but that the Alderman did agree to up-zone to B3-3.  This will allow Tim to build a 18 room hotel / 5 stories tall.  Margaret Mizer was present representing Mr. Collins to explain the liquor license with the restrictive deed would be enforceable.  There was some discussion on why this will not be a "bar" due to zoning restrictions. (Incidental liquor license on Clark are currently bars.) Margaret Mizer stated that the new liquor license commissioner would be monitoring the incidental licenses to ensure the 60% (food) 40% (alcohol) rule was being enforced.  She stated any concerned citizens could find information online at Chicago Department of Business Affairs & Licensing whose website contained the rules/regulations for liquor licenses. Concerns were raised about Clark Street becoming new "Rush Street."  Tim expected his opening day for hotel next spring.  He has hired a chef for the cafe from Tru.  The garage space is purchased at 3458 N. Clark for parking.

· Brompton Auto- Developers David Mahoney & his business partner made a presentation concerning the open lot and developing it into a 4-level structure with 24 units and 2 retail spaces. Developers requesting zoning change from C2 to C3. Jim Ludwig stated that zoning had been previously downsized due to neighborhood congestion and that this plan only allowed for 1 parking space for each condo. Current neighborhood restrictions require 1 1/2 for each unit and retail spaces for employees/ shoppers needed to be taken into consideration. Another point was that merging residential and business on Halsted was a difficult process which usually was not successful due to ongoing complaints.  There was not a lot of support for the plan; the developers requested to revisit this at the next meeting.

· Chicago Diner has been in business at current address since 1983. Due to age of building they will be moving across the street. They have parking contracted with Gerber Auto (next door) and the majority of their employees ride bikes rather then drive.

· Red Ivy – Jesse Boyle requested a PPA license for his establishment so that they can have entertainment and charge a cover.  After briefly reviewing what is involved with a PPA license, John Becvar moved for the approval.  The motion by voice carried unanimously.
· Jim Ludwig explained Don Ridge was unable to attend tonight.  Don currently owns The Underground Lounge on Newport has purchased the Pepper Lounge on Sheffield.

· CHICAGO CUBS - Jennifer Dedes informed everyone that the Chicago Cubs Charities, along with LVCC, will be holding “An Evening at Wrigley Field” on July 27, 20007.  She also discussed this Saturday, May 11th is Neighborhood Appreciation Day starting at 12 noon.   Residents can tour Wrigley complimentary but advance registration is required.    There was some talk about the amount of trash on Newport and other streets.  John Becvar reminded people to call the Cubs Neighborhood Hotline.  Towing concerns can be handled by calling 1-866-4CPD-TOW.  
· UPCOMING EVENTS – John Becvar provided a calendar of upcoming events.  The complete schedule can be found online at www.lakeviewcitizens.org.   

· NEXT MEETING – Jim Ludwig indicated we are working on combining the next Triangle Neighbors’ meeting with CAPS Beat 2331.  The Police Department would be present to address the neighborhood concerns during the first part of the meeting at 7PM.  In preparation for this meeting Jim Ludwig suggested that anyone interested in seeing what is going on in our neighborhood should take a walk down Halsted after midnight. The Triangle Neighbors’ meeting would follow at 7:30PM on Wed. July 11, 2007. 
· The meeting adjourned at 9PM.
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