

Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, March 14, 2007

· CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS – Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  Approximately 20 people from the neighborhood were in attendance.  Everyone introduced themselves.  John Becvar reminded everyone to join Triangle Neighbors formally if they haven’t already.  Due paying members receive a complimentary subscription to TimeOut: Chicago.   Mary Head inquired how to stop the subscription if you don’t want it.  John Becvar responded to contact him.  Jim Ludwig mentioned Sharon Lynch is home sick and John Becvar volunteered to scribe the minutes for tonight’s meeting. Mary Head moved and John Becvar seconded the approval of the minutes from 1/10/07 Triangle Neighbors meeting posted to the Triangle Website (www.lakeviewcitizens.org/triangle.asp).   The motion carried by voice.
· PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Ludwig) - Jim Ludwig acknowledged the tragic fire over the weekend on north Fremont in Triangle where four people died.  There will be a fundraiser for the surviving boy at Hi-Tops on April 19th.   The $25 entry will include all the food/drink with all the proceeds going to the surviving family.  Jim Ludwig explained how the Police going to “walk the beat” and invited everyone to join them on April 4th at Argo Tea at Broadway and Briar at 6:30PM.   They are going to check for unlocked building doors and valuables visible in parked cars.   Mary Head commented for safety reasons some people leave their outer door unlocked (with locking the interior door) simply so they can get inside a building quickly if pursued.  Officer Carrie Von Sagan, the new community liaison for 23rd District, introduced herself and reminded everyone about the “Safe Haven” program.  Businesses can display the Safe Haven signs to let people know where they can go to get help and call “911”.   She explained this does not impact the business’ liability.    She also mentioned the new safety video available at http://www2.chicagopolice.org/023videos/ and asked for comments.   Jim Ludwig said he had difficulty playing it on his Mac.   John Becvar commented it was probably too long and should be edited down to no more than 3 minutes.   Greg Rohner brought up the issue of businesses leaving flyers on people’s doors and this can lead to the doors not shutting properly.   He asked what can be done to discourage businesses from flyering the neighborhood.  Jim Ludwig indicated Triangle has recommended contacting the business directly and letting them know the residents do not appreciate this type of unsolicited advertising.   Bennett Lawson added there will be a community meeting on fire safety and the 44th Ward office has been distributing smoke detectors at the Addison ‘el’ stop.   Finally, Jim Ludwig introduced the 8th Annual Police Appreciation Day on May 18th and suggested we come up with some ideas to recognize our police department.
· ZONING 
· Dr. Howard Resnick has an office at 3250 N Clark Street and is looking to have “loading zone” signs placed in one parking spot in front of his office.   He indicated he has quite a few handicap patients and wants to provide this service during business hours.  John Becvar pointed out the business is located in Hawthorne Neighbors and he would ultimately need to get their approval.   There was some discussion that a “loading zone” is not for one business, although the business does pay for the signs.  Bennett Lawson explained the spot is literally for loading and unloading of passengers and not for people who have an appointment.  Also, anyone who is loading and unloading can use the spot, not just patients.  Mary Head moved and Ed Potocek seconded the motion to indicate Triangle’s support to Hawthorne Neighbors for one “loading zone” parking spot on the 3200 N Clark Street block.  The motion carried by voice unanimously.
· Jim Ludwig mentioned he attended a meeting with the Alderman and several neighboring branches earlier in the week about a potential large structure on Addison Street, just east of Clark Street.  Steve Schultz, the developer, has proposed a mixed use building that would have 3-stories for large retail (e.g. Domenick’s, Best Buy, etc.) and restaurants, and would have 4 stories of parking and another 5 more stories of apartments.   John Becvar repeated something that Charlie Schmidt, President of Hawthorne Neighbors, had said at the meeting.  That is no traffic study would be needed because the results would be known in advance - - there is no impact because there is already complete gridlock that adding 500 cars would not make the existing gridlock any worse.   Jim cautioned this proposal has not gone any further and would be a “Planned Development” before any more work is done.
· Jon Donnelly, owner of Dark Horse and Houndstooth Salon, indicated he wanted to expand the sidewalk café for Houndstooth Salon from 70’ to 85’.   John Becvar pointed out Houndstooth is in Hawthorne (we share a common border on Clark Street).   Tim Collins moved and Sandra Klein seconded to indicate Triangle’s support to Hawthorne Neighbors for the expansion of the sidewalk café.   The motion carried by voice unanimously.
· Tim Collins who is developing the boutique hotel on Clark Street, presented his draft of the “restrictive covenant deed” for the property which was required by Triangle Neighbors per the prior meeting in order for Tim to obtain a liquor license for the property.   He indicated his concept has evolved and now the restaurant would be a “dessert bar” and would feature a chef from “Tru”.   He would also like to expand from 12 rooms, as originally discussed, to 24 rooms by adding two floors to the existing structure.  This would require a zoning variance exception to go to 52’.   John Becvar indicated he supported the concept of the boutique hotel but vocalized concern that one of the reasons Triangle voted to support the liquor license was the other assurances Tim provided about the maintaining the historic structure and that he was not requesting any further variances.   Tim responded it is a question of economics.  He has already bought a 35-car garage lot for parking and he is planning on keeping the existing façade.  Mary Head inquired why only 2 additional feet in height variance was needed.   John Becvar asked if it was the FAR (floor area ratio) and not the height that was the issue.  Tim responded yes and that he was asking to go from B3-2 to B3-5.   John Becvar explained a 3-step jump was not normally supported, especially for something that was not on the agenda in advance of the meeting to alert the neighbors.  Jon Donnelly moved and Ed Potecek seconded to approve the zoning change for the property.  Much discussion ensued over the process of how this was coming about.  The motion carried 7-5.   Mary Head moved and Ed Potocek seconded amending the aforementioned motion to tie the support to the restrictive deed covenant being legally enforceable and in place.  The motion carried by voice unanimously.
· LVCC REPORT (Becvar) – John Becvar distributed postcards LVCC prepared addressed to Mayor Daley.  He explained LVCC wants all elected politicians to know how important good and reliable public transportation is to Lake View residents.   There is a CTA community meeting on the 3-track construction at Agassiz School tomorrow (3/15) from 6PM – 8PM.    John also mentioned LVCC wants to write to the 4 Aldermen who control the $200,000 currently in the CubFund to indicate what the residents want to use the funds for.   John listed the “top 10” list of ADDISON “L” STOP, BICYCLES/SEGUES, CAMERAS, DOUBLE DECKER, KIOSKS, LIGHTING, METRA STOP, SIGNAGE, and TRAFFIC SIGNALS.   There was a lot of discussion and ultimately Triangle narrowed our top three to: bikes for cops (not segues), cameras, and lighting (but obviously in Triangle, not just west of Wrigley).   John distributed flyers for the upcoming “Keeping Lake View Healthy” sponsored by LVCC and the two hospitals.  It will be held on Saturday, April 28th at St. Luke’s Church.   John also mentioned the upcoming LVCC Annual Meeting at Sidetrack on May 15th and explained it would be a “Taste of Lake View”.   Jon Donnelly volunteered to supply food from Houndstooth Salon.   Jesse Boyle, owner of Red Ivy, expressed interest in more information, too.
· SPACE PARK (Park Committee) – Jim Ludwig reported NeighborSpace acquired both lots and Triangle is formalizing the management agreement w/NeighborSpace.   We are looking for volunteers to help with the design phase.  These people will meet with designers to define the input parameters.  Our goal is to present three designs for review by May meeting with a final vote in June 2007.   Concurrently, we are working on infrastructure.  The developer of 822 W Buckingham whose concrete truck damages the fence has agreed to replace it.  We are also trying to get the revetment boulders and build the Memorial wall.   (The committee initially consists of Jim Ludwig, John Becvar, Sandra Klein, Ed Potocek, and Jeff Stark.)
· TRIANGLE FUNDRAISERS  - The next big event we’ve scheduled is the Halloween Parade on October 31st.  Jim Ludwig explained we are in our 11th year and have petitioned for street closures.   We are waiting to hear back from the 23rd District commander.   We continue to look for other possible fundraisers.
· CHICAGO CUBS (Vijay) – Vijay explained Jennifer Dedes and Mike Lufrano could not attend tonight’s meeting but they have good news to report in the first concert with “The Police” has been announced for Thursday, July 5th at Wrigley Field.   Neighborhood residents will have a chance to purchase up to 4 tickets from a 3,000 ticket allotment at all price points.   John Becvar indicated he was sending an announcement email to all of Lake View Citizens shortly.   Tickets go on sale to the public on March 26th.
· NEW BUSINESS – Ed Potocek brought up an issue of people not picking up after dogs in the neighborhood.   He commented with all the parkways fenced, there are few spots for dogs.   Bennett Lawson commented providing doggie bags is expensive to maintain.   Mary Head thought the issue could be the dog walker services.  Bennett reminded everyone it is a safety and sanitation issue and it is the responsibility of all property owners to clean their own parkway, regardless of whose dog may have left something.  If you have a problem neighbor not cleaning their parkway, call ‘311’.  Greg Rohner commented there is not enough trash bins, especially on residential streets.  Bennett Lawson responded there are no trash bins on residential streets and even those on the commercial streets are often at capacity.  Jim Ludwig commented to the Chicago Cubs hotline if you have problems with trash being left and they will pick it up.  Dave Fucheon explained his concern that local churches appear to be attracting more homeless people and that is something we should discourage in our neighborhood.   
· NEXT MEETING – Because Triangle’s goal is to coordinate the day/time with neighborhood CAPS meeting (7PM-7:30PM) and have the Triangle meeting immediately thereafter, we’ll let everyone know when the next meeting is in May 2007.   At next meeting, we will be having our annual elections for Triangle Neighbors officers 2007-’08.   To vote or run, you must be a member in “good standing” before the meeting.    We have plenty of room for everyone to get involved in the neighborhood and if you are interested in being in a leadership position within Triangle, contact Jim Ludwig or John Becvar.   We can elect as many as 10 different people to President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, CDDC Rep and Alternate, two LVCC representatives plus people to head each of our committees for Space Park and Halloween Parade.
· The meeting adjourned at 9PM.
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