Triangle Neighbors – Minutes from March 10, 2010 Meeting
· Introductions: Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order and everyone introduced himself or herself.  Jim reminded everyone to go online and renew his or her dues at www.lakeviewcitizens.org/renew.asp.  

· Attendees who signed in: John Becvar, Jim Ludwig, Sandra Klein, Rick Cummings, Chester Kropidlowski, Steve Pearson, Jennifer Dedes, Scott Miller, Don Ridge, Alex Pereczky, Greg Rohner, Jan Sutkus, Robert Portner, Mike Simmons, Sande Skinner, Rich Perrone, Craig Beattie, Jen Thennes, Adam Checnis, Stu Zirin, Max Bever, Jean-Claude, Tim Collins, Jill Walter, Zachary Blair, Diann Marsalek, and Niko Konstantoadakis

· Approval of the Minutes: John Becvar moved and Sandra Klein seconded the approval of the minutes from the January 2010 Triangle Neighbors’ meeting.  The motion carried.

· Space Park: John Becvar provided an update on Space Park.  The park will be unlocked beginning spring later this month each day from sunrise to sunset.  We will also resume brick engraving now that winter is over.  We are planning a grand opening celebration in the Spring (details will be forthcoming).  We did want to remind everyone that pet owners need to be responsible for their pets.  Pets should not use the grass.  On a related note, Jim Ludwig reminded everyone the Flower and Garden show is being held currently at Navy Pier and he can arrange for complimentary tickets for Triangle Neighbors members in attendance (a benefit for coming to our meeting!!!).

· Halloween Parade: John Becvar announced that Triangle Neighbors has been in dialogue with the Northalsted Business Alliance regarding the 2010 Halloween Parade.  We are much more optimistic than at the last meeting that the 2010 Parade would be financially viable for Triangle Neighbors.   Jim Ludwig and Stu Zirin added we are discussing all the parade – including the Gay Pride Parade.  It costs nearly $10,000 to keep the streets closed post-Pride parade to pay for the street cleaning, port-a-potties, barricades, etc.

· LVCC:  John Becvar reminded everyone that Census forms are currently in the mail and everyone should complete them promptly.  Jennifer Dedes added you could go to the LVCC Offices on Clark everyday to meet with someone from the census office if you have any questions.  During the last census, a larger percentage of Triangle had not completed their survey.  The responses help determine how much funding and representation our neighborhood gets.   Jennifer Dedes and Chester Kropidlowski let everyone know about the upcoming, FREE, Condo/Co-Op Seminar LVCC is sponsoring with CLMA.  The seminar is both for self-managed and larger associations.  The event will be at Rocki’s Grill on Clark on Wednesday, April 7, 2010 from 6:30PM to 8PM.  All are invited to attend.

· Chicago Cubs: Jennifer Dedes-Nowak provided an update on the Ice Skating Rink at Wrigley.  14,000 skaters used the rink this year. The rink closed on February 28, 2010. Concerned Triangle neighbor questioned pricing. Jennifer stated that this years costs were as follows: $10 for rink access/plus $10 for skate rental, with half price on Monday and Tuesday. As this was the first year; next year’s prices have not been confirmed.  Race for Wrigley - this 5K race will be held on Saturday April 24, 2010 and 70,000 runners are expected. There will be street closures but nothing in Triangle’s boundaries. Fundraising - any personal donations raised will go to Children's Memorial Hospital. See CUBS.com for further information.   Wrigley Field Concert Updates - the concerts for 9/17/2010 and 9/18/2010 have been approved by City Council. The July date has not yet been finalized because Elton John/Billy Joel are no longer touring. Extra security will be hired and a donation to the neighborhood will be made.  Jan Sutkus stated that last years pre-performance sound checks were very loud (particularly Rascal Flatts). It was also noted that the special police hotline of 866-4CPD- TOW should be used in the event of Wrigley Field concerns.  Neighborhood Cubs game will be held on May 2, 2010 with as a fundraiser for LVCC Branches.  Tickets are $28 each and anyone interested in attending should contact triangle@lakeviewcitizens.org for tickets. Opening day will be Monday, April 12, 2010 at 12:03.

· Guest Speaker:  Cook County Commissioner, Bridget Gainer, gave an overview of her qualifications and responsibilities. The current budget is $3.2 billion. She is concentrating on the employee benefits and pension to avoid future problems. Cook County jail has 8,500 in-mates; of that 10% are women. There is also a large amount of inmates who have not been tried but are in there, as they cannot afford bail. Ways to help these situations are currently being looked into such as Internet access. Jim Ludwig suggested contacting University of Illinois, as they may be able to assist.  The Commissioner also stated that anyone having difficulty with appealing his or her property taxes should contact her office for assistance.   

· 44th Ward Updates:  Max Bever opened the floor to discussion about how the Cubs’ money to the community should be allocated.  John Becvar noted there is also the Cub Fund money and the Alderman should meet with the neighborhood before giving it to schools as in prior years.  Chester Kropidlowski indicated one project that has been approved is to adjust the timing of the traffic lights on Irving Park from the Lake to Western to speed the egress out of our neighborhood.  ELVN has also has for better pedestrian crossing at Seminary and Irving Park.  As a reminder your current parking permits are good until June 30, 2010.  New permits will be available beginning June 1st including at the Alderman’s office. The Alderman is requesting neighbor assistance with sidewalk/ street clean up now that the snow season is over. A concerned Triangle neighbor stated that last year’s street cleaning had been cut back. Max agreed that it had and due to budget constraints would be cut back in 2010. Current street cleaning will be monthly over the next 5/ 6 months.  A concerned Newport neighbor stated that there were numerous 6 flats that were not using private garbage pick up services. Max suggested that they contact the Alderman’s office with the particular information at 773-525-6034.  Alex, a concerned Reta neighbor, stated that the lighting issue from the new parking garage had not been corrected since the last meeting when this issue was brought up. He was referring to the lights closest to Addison (top level). Max stated he would look into it.  Several main water sewer projects are underway throughout the neighborhood, creating street closures. None of these are within Triangle boundaries.  All Bar owners are invited to the Wrigleyville Bar owners Meeting to be held tomorrow, Thursday March 11, 2010 at Moe's cantina at 11a.m.  Per Chester (East Lakeview Neighbors) a bill has been introduced by Alderman Balzer making the selling of CUBS parking permits a jail able offense. Another suggestion was made that community services could also be used as an deterrent to selling the passes.
 
Old Business

· Houndstooth Saloon sidewalk cafe on Clark and on Roscoe. Owner Niko passed out drafts of proposed seating for two outside areas. The motorcycle box from prior owner has been eliminated making more room for outside diners. The current proposal was for 34 tables for Roscoe side cafe and 26 tables for Clark Street.  John Becvar raised concern that this is considerably more seating that prior sidewalk cafes at this location and that no business on Clark from Belmont to Addison has a sidewalk café on Clark proper. Stu Zirin stated that the City decides the occupancy issues based on square footage so the City would make the decision on the number of patrons allowed at an outside cafe.  There were several concerned Triangle neighbors who made comments over Clark street itself stating that vandalism, lack of bathrooms, noise, prostitution, crime and the fact that Clark street is nothing but bars made any long term living commitments to this neighborhood impossible. Rebuttal made that outdoor cafe had mandated closure hours of 10p.m. on weekdays and 11p.m. on weekends. Greg Rohner stated that accurate plans were requested at the last meeting and that these were not representative of what is actually to be approved. John Becvar requested that once Niko revise the drawings to be reflective of what the city would allow and that he would distribute them to Triangle members for a vote. At this time, however, Triangle cannot support the sidewalk café request. 
 
· Proposed Addison / Clark Planned Development – no update at this time; no one from the development was present at the meeting.
 
· Wrigleyville Hotel Update- Tim Collins indicated zoning changes have been approved and Matsuya closed 3 weeks ago.  Tim indicated he is in the process of expanding the liquor license to the adjacent property and wanted to have a rooftop venue.  John Becvar reminded Tim this would require approval from the neighborhood and he should present a proposal at the next meeting.  Jim Ludwig inquired when he planned on opening.  Tim said depending on city permits, he’s hoping for Phase I for May-June 2010 and Phase 2 for Oct-Nov 2010. 

· CAPS 2331 – As a reminder, CAPS 2331 now meets the first Wednesday of Every month at the Center on Halsted at 7pm. Four community walks have been planned for the upcoming year. Anyone with concerns can notify Jim Ludwig as he attends all meetings.
 
· Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.  The next meeting is Wednesday May 12, 2010 at 7PM at Roscoes.
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