Triangle Neighbors Meeting

February 8, 2006

LVCC Office at 867 W. Buckingham, Lower Level

Present:  D. Abarcar, J. Becvar, J. Dedes, A. Duncan, M. Head, A. Hyman, 
S. Johnson, S. Klein, S. Lynch, J. Mayhercy, J. Ludwig,  W. Sellers, B. Vergara, E. Willie, D. Winner, and J. Zeikas

Absent:  CAPS, 44th Ward Office

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

1. New Member Sign-Up, Renewals: Again, we encourage all neighbors to participate in their community.  One way of participating is to join TN.  Membership dues are only $10 annually (check made payable to “LVCC”).  Meetings are held on the second Wednesday night every other (odd) month.

2. TN reminded everyone about tomorrow’s Charity Bachelor Auction being held at John Barleycorn.  The net proceeds from the event will go towards our efforts to build a community park/garden at 815-817 W Roscoe Street.  Another fundraiser event is the annual Halloween parade.  TN voted to hold the 2006 Halloween Parade and announced we have applied for a permit.

3. St. Luke Renaissance gave an overview of the work they do in the community.
4. YoChicago! (a.k.a. New Homes) Joe Zeckas presented.  The New Homes newspaper showcases Chicagoland's housing and neighborhoods.  They are also available by Internet at www.yochicago.com. Joe came to meeting to find out if there was any interest by TN to be featured on-line (blog) or in their newspaper.  There was an overall positive response; John Becvar will meet with Mr. Zeckas and associates prior to the LVCC Board meeting.

5. Market Days:  The 25th Annual Market Days fest is scheduled to take place the first weekend of August.  The CPD, however, has not yet officially signed off to police the event citing a major event downtown the same weekend and a Cubs game.  A motion was made to solicit the City of Chicago Special Events Board to get the go ahead for the dates and policing.  The motion was unanimously approved to write a letter as soon as possible in support of 25th Annual Market Days to be held the first weekend of August for the positive impact the event has on the neighborhood.

6. Wrigley Field Update (Jennifer Dedes).  The bleacher renovations are on schedule. The 1st Wrigley Field 5K run/walk will take place Saturday, April 15th at 8 a.m.  The race will benefit Chicago Cubs Charities. Please log onto www.chicagoevents.com for more information.  If you have not already done so, please sign up on www.cubs.com/neighbors to get the latest information regarding Wrigley Field and their neighbors.  You can also email Jennifer Dedes at neighbors@cubs.com with specific questions/information that you may have.

7. Rooftops:  The city passed an ordinance that allowed rooftop owners to build up height without increasing capacity and required them to comply with ADA.   
8. OktoberFest:  Bergoff Restaurant (downtown Chicago) is opening a catering business and they may come to the Lake View Area to help plan an OktoberFest event.  Based on feedback from LVCC, should this come to fruition, it would most likely be located around Ashland/Lincoln area.  

9. Local Businesses:  

· Red Ivy: Check out this new restaurant on 3525 N. Clark.  They are also sponsors for the Bachelor Auction being held on February 9th.

· Improv Comedy:  The local dinner/theatre restaurant located on 3400 N Clark has been featured on CLTV, Fox TV, and will now be on the WTTW show “Check, Please”.  The owner asked that TN write a letter of support to endorse the restaurant's Public Performance Application.  A motion was made and approved to write the letter.

· Playground Theatre:  The Playground Theatre is also applying for the Public Performance Application.  A motion was made and approved to support for the application should TN be asked.  (Playground is located in the adjacent branch of BHN.) 

· Sidewalk Cafes:  All sidewalk cafes are in the process of license recertification.  If anyone has a concern that any restaurant is abusing/not abiding by the sidewalk café rules, please notify TN or the Alderman.  Otherwise, TN supports the re-licensing of all sidewalk cafes in our boundaries that had such a permit in 2005.
· Tim Collins:  Mr. Collins is proposing to build a five-story hotel at 3473 N. Clark Street.  There is no update.
10. CAPS Update:  An arrest was made for the graffiti artist "Poncho".  Also, a different individual who was convicted for several rapes last year was sentenced to 59 years in jail.

11. Lakeview Saga:  LVCC is recruiting longtime residents of Lake View to recall the history of the neighborhood.  The information would be used to update a written history of Lake View's history.   Some of the information has already made itself into the 44th Ward Master Plan.
12. Web Site Update:  John Becvar is actively updated the TN website located at www.lakeviewcitizens.org/triangle.asp.  He would like to add features such as paying your dues on-lines, residential surveys.  He announced having recently added interactive maps to the home page and the ability to buy tickets for the Bachelor Auction online.  

13. LVCC Membership Campaign.  (LVCC President David Winner) would like every current TN member to have a goal of bringing two new neighbors to the next meeting in April. Mr. Winner also discussed that there is a possible candidate for the LVCC's program director.  This individual will be a full-time employee managing the office/affairs.  

14. Expenditures:  A motion was made and approved to pay for the invoices related to the park at 815-817 W Roscoe.  These include $420 for the fence rental and unknown amount for the sign that was damaged and replaced.  The developers building adjacent to the park have agreed to donate to the park and fix the fence their construction work damaged.

15. Art in Lakeview:  On Friday, February 10th, two free trolleys will be driving residents to seven of East Lakeview's local art galleries.  Free wine and appetizers will be served.  Log onto the LVCC website for more details.  

16. TN Golf Outing Fundraiser:  Joe Carlucci of Carlucci's Restaurant is interested in setting up a golf outing at Waveland's Golf Course.  This charitable event would benefit the park.  A tentative date is Friday, May 12th.  TN is recruiting individuals who would like to help with the event.  More information to follow.  

17. Brown line station closures information can be found on the CTA website.
18. On February 23rd, at Illinois Masonic, LVCC is holding a community forum on sex offender laws/issues.   All residents are encouraged to attend.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  

