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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, January 13, 2010

· 7:05 PM MEETING CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
· Attendees included: John Becvar, Max Bever, Janet Bose, Richard Boyum, Peter Buol, Laura Clapp, Tim Collins, Jennifer Dedes-Nowak, Pat Doerr, Ryan Erickson, Sandra Klein, Niko Konstantaoudakis, Arnold Large,  Jim Ludwig, Sharon Lynch, Jennifer Manguihu, Scott Miller, Craig Morrall, Tiffany Moy, Steve Pearson Alex Pereczky, John Pikarski, Greg Rohner, Shawn Schmidt, Jeff Stark, Jen Thennes, Jill Walter, Stu Zirin
· Jim Ludwig called the meeting to order and everyone introduced themselves.  
· The minutes from the November 11, 2009 meeting were approved by voice vote.
· SPACE PARK (815-817 W ROSCOE) UPDATES – John Becvar provided an update on the park and indicated the park is closed for the winter.  We are working through our financing issues and are still in need of money to pay off the debt and move forward with remaining items (tables, lighting, gazebo, etc.).  We will resume engraving bricks once the weather improves (and no snow on the ground).  Engraved bricks are still available at $750 each.
· HALLOWEEN PARADE – Sandra Klein provided an update that the 2009 Parade was a success operationally but financially feel short of our expectations.  The parade costs over $20,000 to produce, not including volunteer time and non-reimbursed expenses Sandra, John and Jim covered.  The financial situation was caused by a decline in sponsorships, especially those outside Northalsted.  Jim Ludwig indicated the Northalsted Business Alliance is working on providing some additional financial support for the 2009 parade.  Stu Zirin indicated the parade is very important to the merchants and some type of joint venture should be considered going forward.  Stu also has some fundraising ideas and will reach out to Sandra.  At this time, however, the Triangle Board has not made any commitments to a 2010 parade.

· CHICAGO CUBS – Jennifer Dedes-Nowak provided several updates:
· Rink at Wrigley is a joint endeavor with the Cubs, the Alderman’s office, local business owners and the Chicago Park District. Information can be found at rinkatwrigley.com. The hours of operation are Monday thru Thursday 2p.m. to 9p.m.; Friday 2p.m. to 10p.m.; Saturday  9a.m. to 11p.m.; and Sunday 9a.m. to 8p.m. weather permitting. The rink will be closing sometime between 2/21/10 and 2/28/10 for the season.  Half price skating is on Mondays and Tuesdays and the Cubs are looking at some neighborhood skate days.

· There will be a Community Meeting on Neighborhood Protection per the Ordinance. The Neighborhood Protection Report will be available online prior to the meeting. The meeting is set for 2/9/10 but a location has not been confirmed at this time.

· The Cubs convention to be held at Hilton this Friday is sold out.

· Race to Wrigley is Saturday April 24, 2010.  The course has been changed due to another race coinciding that weekend. Additional information can be found at cubs.com.

· The Cubs are exploring having three concerts at Wrigley in 2010.  On July 10, 2010, they are in discussions with Billy Joel and Elton John to make a one-day return appearance to Wrigley Field.  The Cubs are also trying to bring a different band to Wrigley on the weekend of September 17-18, 2010, pending City approval.  
· LAKE VIEW CITIZENS’ COUNCIL (LVCC) – John Becvar encouraged everyone to participate in the ongoing survey on Crime and Safety in Lake View.  The survey is part of the Halsted Street task force, working with Northalsted Business Alliance, the 23rd District Police Department, both Aldermanic Offices and the Center on Halsted, besides Triangle.  The goal is to be proactive in advance of the summer.  The survey will help us prioritize our efforts and evaluate the effectiveness of prior campaigns.
· 44th WARD UPDATES – Max Bever provided updates: 

· There was a power outage yesterday; and if future power outage occurs please contact the Alderman’s office.

· The Belmont “El” station is open for business with both entrances and all the Brown Line renovations are complete.
· Property tax assistance for homeowners - a prior turn down can be re-appealed, 1/14/10 6p.m. to 8p.m. at the Lincoln Park Library. Free assistance will be given.  File your property tax appeal before end of January, even if lost previously.
· Don’t forget about the upcoming primary elections on Feb 2, 10.  You can early vote thru 1/28 at any of the 50 City locations, including John Merlo Library on Belmont.  

· As a reminder, it is a City ordinance to shovel snow.  If you know a property that isn’t shoveling, you can call the Alderman’s office with complaints.  There are door hangs.
· Lighting update - Work almost completed, new lights installed on Buckingham and currently in progress on Roscoe.

· Addison/ Reta neighbor requested that the Alderman look into the lights currently being used by the new Police station parking garage and if they can be turned down as they are creating a nuisance to the neighbors. It was suggested they might be construction lights.  Max said he would look into it.

· Sidewalk Cafe License Renewal – This is the time of year where businesses must re-apply for sidewalk café licenses.  If there are any issues, please bring them to the Alderman’s attention.  A comment was made that the 46th Ward has different closing times on Halsted than 44th Ward; the actual time limits are at the discretion of the Alderman’s office. 
· TRIANGLE ZONING AND LIQUOR LICENSE REQUESTS –
· Greg Rohner provided an update on the December CDCC meeting vote on the Addison / Clark project.  The CDDC voted after hearing from all four neighborhood associations that border on this property project (two in favor and two opposed). The CDDC final vote was 60%/40% to proceed with the project (but with the stipulation that all future plans are subject to neighborhood approval).
· Wrigleyville Hotel - Tim Collins - Zoning issues need to be confirmed with City before firm opening date can be given. Current speculation is late Spring 2010. It is planned that the Hotel, Bar and Conference rooms will open at the same time. Phase 1 is under construction, with phase 2 awaiting approval. Bennett Lawson from Alderman Tunney’s office is currently working with Tim on the outstanding covenants. A booking agent was in attendance and discussed the need for a PPA license for this facility. Per John Becvar the request for this license and roof-deck garden will be on the next Triangle meeting agenda. Occupancy for Phase 1 of this project is expected to be 180.

· Pat Doerr / Chicago Hospitality-assists new bar owners with transitions introduced himself. He is assisting Craig Morales and his partner with the purchase of the Neisi-Bar. They are currently awaiting City approval and expect to receive it sometime in March. There will be a general renovation of the bar but no name change will be made. The neighboring restaurant Hamburger King has not been purchased and will remain the same.   No motion was requested at this time.
· Niko K., partner of Jon Donovan, and owner of Dark Horse / Houndstooth, has just purchased the Twisted Spoke location at Roscoe and Clark. The new name has not been confirmed at this time. There will be extensive renovation of outside/ inside. The bar will follow the same format as Houndstooth and Dark Horse with similar menus. A request was made for the same outside seating as Twisted Spoke (100/120 seating area). John Becvar stated that 917 W. Roscoe previously had concerns with the outside area and would need to be made aware of this request. A Motion was made that a formal presentation be made for the benefit of all concerned and this information would be included in Triangle Tales so residents could attend the meeting and be aware of the specifics in advance of the meeting. This location currently has a 2 am incidental license (food must be primary part of the business) and a PPA license.

· OLD AND NEW BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

· Jim Ludwig requested a permit for a Roscoe (Halsted to Park) Block party to be issued by the Alderman’s office for a fundraising vehicle for Space Park. 

· Alderman Tunney introduced a 5-minute grace period (once a year) for City parking meters in City Counsel and it passed.

· As a reminder, CAPS 2331 now meets every month on the first Wednesday (next one being February 3, 2010) at the Center on Halsted at 7p.m.  Please note the new location and monthly meeting schedule.
· NEXT MEETING – Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at 7 p.m. at Roscoe’s Back room.
· ADJOURNMENT at 8:15PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Lynch
Secretary
Triangle Neighbors
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