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Triangle Neighbors’ Meeting of Wednesday, January 10, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM by Jim Ludwig.  Approximately 20 residents and institutional members were in attendance.  Everyone introduced themselves.
 

1. MEMBERSHIP - John Becvar discussed TNA membership renewal.  We have sent out renewal letters (via mail) to business owners and received over a 20% renewal response.  Individual membership renewal forms were sent via email right before the New Year.  Individual memberships at the $20 level include a complimentary one-year subscription to Time Out: Chicago (a $19.99 value).

2. SPACE PARK – Jim Ludwig informed everyone we anticipate closing on January 19th for the second lot (817 W Roscoe).  Mary Head inquired if the date was locked down because she had not heard that date.   Jennifer Dedes (Chicago Cubs) presented Triangle with a $10,000 donation from their pledge in December 2006. 

3. BACHELOR AUCTION – Jim Ludwig commented with everything going on, we haven’t had time to plan the Second Annual Bachelor Auction /fundraiser.  We would like to put this on hold for the time being.  John Becvar added the event is solely managed by Triangle Neighbors (with no outside help).  One suggestion was to have a Speed Dating event as replacement fundraiser instead of the auction. 

4. HALLOWEEN PARADE 2007 – Steve Bingham (Chicago Special Events) brought everyone up to speed.  He has obtained the paperwork for the permits.  We are hoping to close Halsted Street (Belmont to Cornelia) for evening (10/31/07) event due to large participation at 2006 parade.  This would allow larger space for bandstand and additional vendor participation.  The net proceeds from the 2006 parade have already been transferred to Space Park.

5. CITY OF CHICAGO ELECTIONS - John Becvar reminded everyone of the upcoming city elections on February 27, 2007.  He listed the two main polling locations for Triangle and reminded people regular voter registration can be done up till January 30, 2007.  Although our own 44th Ward Alderman is not running opposed, people need to still vote for Mayor, Clerk and other city-wide posts.
6. STREET FLOODING - Tom LaPorte (Asst. Commissioner from Chicago Department of Streets and Sanitation) was present to address the flooding concerns on the 800 blocks of Buckingham, Roscoe, Newport, and Cornelia and their respective alleys. The engineering study should be available for the next meeting.  The Alderman’s office extended street cleaning into December, which helped right before the last storm.  Tom is still pursuing the concept of providing residents grates that can be placed over the catch basins. Tom and City Engineers will meet at homes of the affected individuals.  Meeting participants who were experiencing problems gave contact information to Tom LaPorte.  Multiple people questioned why the alleys were repaved 5 years ago they covered up the existing sewers and since that time flooding has become an issue. However, since the City no longer puts in "new sewers" in alleys this was not a viable option.

7. CTA CONSTRUCTION – John Becvar distributed an article indicating the CTA was announcing reduced capacity at both Belmont and Fullerton beginning April 2, 2007.  Evening north-bound rush hour commuters could see a capacity reduction of 20 -30% and double the travel times beginning on April 2, 2007 for the next two years.

8. CHICAGO CUBS - Jennifer Dedes (Chicago Cubs) reminded everyone of the Neighborhood Protection Community Meeting that will be held on Thursday, January 11, 2007 at LeMoyne School (Waveland/ Fremont).  The purpose is to discuss the Cubs’ Neighborhood Protection plan, potential uses for $100,000+ CubFund, and the possibility of having concerts at Wrigley Field.   John Becvar distributed a 23-point list of possible CubFund uses that has been circulating around LVCC.   Last year’s CubFund was used primarily for Trolley service between downtown/Ravenswood and Wrigley.  As Trolley rider-ship was low, it was not cost effective.  Separately, the Cubs donated $150,000 from the Jimmy Buffet concert in 2005 that was divided up between the four Alderman who make up the Neighborhood.  Each, in turn, used the funds for neighborhood schools (both private and public).  The Cubs have offered to match the 2005 concert donation for this year’s Dave Matthews concerts and acknowledged more discussion is needed on how the proceeds will be used.  

9. PROPOSED CONCERTS AT WRIGLEY - John Becvar informed everyone about some of the controversial aspects of the Dave Matthews concerts - - including what day of the week would be best for concerts and the fact several Lake View events are already scheduled for the very same weekend.  The general feeling was that staying away from Friday/Saturday concerts would be most beneficial for the neighborhood. There is also a concern that since the Dave Matthew Concert will be held on the same weekend as the Lake View Music Festival (previously held at Sheffield/ Addison) that vendor obligations would not be met and an alternate date should be chosen.

10. LIQUOR LICENSE REQUEST - Tim Collins is requesting an incidental liquor license for his proposed hotel located at 3473-3475 N Clark. Tim has discussed with his attorneys granting an incidental liquor license with a "Deed Covenant Restriction." This would state that in the event the property was no longer being used as a hotel, the liquor license would be null and void. Tim Collins stated he would bring the Deed Covenant Restriction to the next meeting.   John Becvar offered a friendly suggestion Tim incorporate more food into the menu (which appeared to be breakfast/snack orientated). Tim stated he was working on a revised menu. The motion to allow the incidental liquor license on the condition an enforceable deed covenant restriction is in place carried.

11. NEXT MEETING – The next meeting of Triangle Neighbors will be Wednesday, March 14, 2007.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15PM. 
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