East Lake View Neighbors Positions Related to Wrigley Field Traffic and Parking

as of  2/25/2006

New Cubs Parking in the East Lake View Community

Off-street parking for Wrigley Field is starting to leave East Lake View as evidenced by the recent sale of the Red Top parking lot on Sheffield Avenue immediately north of the Sports Corner Restaurant/Bar.  There will soon be less off-street parking for Wrigley Field, in spite of the planned expansion of Wrigley Field.

The development of any additional new major parking in the immediate Wrigley Field area should be discouraged.  Parking brings cars into the Community.  As an alternative, future parking needs should be addressed with remote parking to encourage the use of public transportation.  Any new parking that is proposed for East Lake View should have access from Arterial Streets, not local residential streets.

Weekend Baseball Permit Parking with Towing

Starting in 2004, the Chicago Cubs started operating a weekend remote parking-express bus operation out of the DeVry parking lot.  The operation is similar to the night baseball remote parking activity used for night games.  There has been some discussion to start a weekend day game permit parking program with a towing sanction similar to the program used for night baseball.  The premise is that a permit parking program with a towing sanction would “force” Cubs fans to use the DeVry Lot.  

We believe our Community does not want a weekend day game permit parking program with a towing sanction.  Such a program would result in complicating the simple activity of having guests or families come to visit East Lake View on many summer weekends.

Each block in East Lake View does have the opportunity to petition your Office for a Zone 383 or similar standard permit parking program and to request the weekend hours the program is in effect. Most blocks adjacent to Wrigley Field already have such a program.  The ticket fine for violations of the Zone 383 program is $50. 

We encourage the aggressive ticketing of violations Zone 383 permit parking violations including during Cubs weekend ballgames.  The ticket writing enforcement will discourage Cubs patrons from parking illegally on our streets.

The Regulation of Small Parking Lot (3 or fewer parking spaces) and the Solicitation of Customers for these Lots

ELVN has been discussing the issue of the existing exemption of parking facilities of three or fewer vehicles (Chapter 4-236-010 if the Municipal Code) from City parking taxes, thereby, encouraging the use of area residents to use their parking garages.  This appears to have become a “hot topic” among some individuals in the Community.  

A related “hot topic” is Chapter 10-8-510 of the City Code, the Ordinance that prohibits the use of the public way to solicit business.  Objections have been raised by some individuals as to the solicitation of the use of the public way for parking facilities with three or fewer parking spaces.

The ELVN has coexisted with many of our neighbors who make available in their garages or parking areas parking for Cubs fans on days of Cubs games.  As long as the parking is in a legal location in context of Chapter 4 and does not block access to the public way, we believe we can continue to coexist with our neighbors who choose to make their parking available to Cubs fans.

With respect to the use of the public way to solicit business, such activities were observed along Addison Street and along Grace Street  preceding several Cubs games at the end of the 2004 Cubs season.  Overall, this solicitation did not contribute to traffic congestion.  We would only encourage enforcement of Chapter 10-8-510 in those cases where a problem resulted.

CubsFund Expenditures

Regarding the use of the CubsFund, ELVN believes there are opportunities for streetscape improvements in our community that would improve the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and improve the appearance of our streets year-round.

Some of the parkways adjacent to parking lots in our community are continuous concrete or asphalt driveways. During Cubs games, vehicles are parked along these driveways reducing the width of the sidewalks. Year round, the community has no trees or grass in these areas. Examples are the parkways along the north side of Waveland Avenue between Clark Street and the elevated structure. 

Several sidewalks are so narrow that pedestrians “spill” out onto the street during Cubs games. Examples are the sidewalk along the south side of Wrigley Field along Addison Street and the sidewalk on the west side of Clark Street immediately south of Addison Street (next to the Cubby Bear).

ELVN continues to request that the newly established CubsFund be used to hire a consultant to survey our community adjacent to Wrigley Field and identify locations where streetscape improvement can be recommended and programmed. ELVN would be opposed to any use of the CubsFund at the expense of this request.

Proposed Clark – Waveland Traffic Signal

Regarding a traffic signal at Clark and Waveland, at a February 21st ELVN Board meeting, we were advised by the Chicago Cubs that the city was asking for a traffic light at Waveland and Clark Streets. The Board was opposed to a traffic light at that location as unnecessary; the stop sign is sufficient. It's likely that during Cubs games the light would be disabled and traffic monitored by traffic aides or policy officers. 

 

The ELVN Board then conducted an email survey our membership. Of the 26 responses to the survey, 21 were opposed to the stoplight as unnecessary at the present time.  Unless there is some reason for a traffic light there that we have no idea about, ELVN opposes installation of a traffic light at Waveland and Clark. 

 

Further, we urge consideration of use of the $400,000 proposed cost for the traffic light as a CubsFund alternative for wider sidewalks between the el and Sheffield on Addison and trees and streetscaping on the north side of Waveland between Clark and Sheffield, to suggest just two projects that would beautify the area year-round.

